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JOURNAL OF LEONARD E. HARRINGTON* 


For the purpose of gratifying my own feelings and the interest 
others may have in a few sketches of my life, I submit them to 
writing. It is not my intention to be very minute, choosing rather 
to err on the side of brevity than prolixity. A dull and monotonous 
detail of the trivial circumstances of youth is neither agreeable to 
write nor interesting to the reader. 


Matters therefore of such a class, 
Almost entire, I will let pass. 


A few matters in connection with my birth, parentage and 
early years I will notice. I was born on the 27th day of January 
in the year of our Lord Jesus Christ, one thousand eight hundred 
and sixteen, in the town of New Lisbon, County of Otsego, and 
State of New York. My father’s name was, or is, Spencer Har- 
rington, and my mother’s maiden name was Polly Evans. I have 


*Presented to the Utah State Historical Society for publication by Judge Daniel Harrington, 
who in a biographical pamphlet issued in 1939, has the following to say: 

“‘On the 15th day of March, 1860, in a two room log house in American Fork, Utah, situated 
at a point which is now near the north end of Merchant street, my twin sister, afterwards called 
Mary, and myself, afterwards called Daniel, were born. 

“Owing to the ordeal of such child birth, and perhaps for lack of skillful treatment in that 
day, our dear Mother died within about twenty-four hours of our birth. Thus being left, a kindly 
lady, Mrs. Eliza Murdock, the wife of Joseph Murdock, who later became the first bishop of 
Heber City, caused me to share the nurse of her child Lottie, who had been born but a few days 
before. This kindly humane act probably saved my life. My twin sister Mary was taken into 
the family of John Bourne, where she was cared for and nurtured. 

‘‘Our mother’s maiden name was Mary Jones, born in Malvern Links, Malvern Hills, England. 
Our father’s name was Leonard E. Harrington, born in New Lisbon, Otsego County, New York 
State. 

“At this time my father was a man of so many cares that he had little time to take the two 
orphans to the household of either of his other two wives. One of these wives, Harriet, was his 
third wife; my mother being his second; and Lois his first wife. Said Lois had several children 
of her own and expecting another in a couple of months, and said Harriet had given birth to twins 
two days after I was born. To add to these difficulties, the rather prolific father was the bishop 
of his growing Ward with its active tithing office, his membership in the legislature, and mayorality 
duties evidently made his life almost, if not quite, a real merry-go-round. In the midst of this 
1 had to be passed around to the care of various families. Thus my condition was one more of 
pity, than of hope.” 

The Leonard E. Harrington journal has been typed exactly as originally written, save for 
the rearrangement of certain entries to bring them into chronological order. The original pen- 
written diary and commentary, complete in one long daybook, is a rather extraordinary record, 
having been written as here presented, practically without a misspelled word or an ungrammatical 


sentence.— Editor. 
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one brother older than myself and one sister, and three brothers 
younger. I also have a half sister on the part of my father by a 
previous marriage. In the fall of 1829, my father removed from 
Otsego County to Erie County, New York. After several re- 
movals in the course of the year, he finally settled in a little village 
afterwards called Akron, in the county of Erie, afterwards named 
Newstead. 

My father engaged in the tavern keeping business and also in 
a small degree in farming and lumbering; so that my business was 
a mixture of assisting about the tavern, farming, lumbering, attend- 
ing school, et cetera. My advances in learning were not very rapid, 
not commensurate with my opportunities, for my opportunities were 
as good as is usual in the common district schools in the country. 

I was, however, generally easy to learn, but now have to lament 
the spotty irresolution that encompassed me in those golden mo- 
ments of fit opportunity. But alas! The season is now past and I 
have only to regret that I did not improve it. Therefore I will say 
to the young and those who have the means of obtaining learning 
and the opportunity. Do not neglect the advantages within your 
reach. Learn now, learn on, continue to learn! Secure the in- 
valuable boon! 


My parents were not members of any church and made no 
definite profession of religion. I was therefore trained to no par- 
ticular creed, but taught to believe the Bible, and the general 
principles of Christianity. Being light and trifling like many of 
the youth, the subject of religion made but little impresson on my 
mind until about the years of 1832, 1833 and 1834. Protracted 
meetings became very frequent in our village and vicinity, generally 
under the control of the Methodists or Baptists, or in some in- 
stances the two societies combined. 


These meetings being attended with a great deal of apparent 
devotion, and many of my associates becoming converted it become 
me to investigate the grounds on which I stood, which I accordingly 
did. I examined the subject as far as I had the ability and oppor- 
tunity to do so, and came to the conclusion that their views and 
operations were defective and in several respects, erroneous. About 
this time, I had the opportunity of hearing a Universalist preacher 
by the name of Flogler preach several times and being acquainted 
and connected with several who believed and advocated that doc- 
trine, and turning my attention to the Scriptures, I became a believer 
in universal salvation. All these matters together with my own feel- 
ings and temperament combined, served to produce that result. I 
did not however, join the Society, but attended their meetings at 
every opportunity. In short I fully believed the doctrine and pro- 
tracted meetings, if they affected me at all, only aided that belief. 

Nothing important occurred for the four or five following 
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years. I spent my time principally in acting as clerk in stores, 
in school teaching, working on a farm, etc. I had early imbibed a 
great taste for reading and generally improved my opportunities 
for doing so. Much of my reading, however, was of a nature not 
calculated to benefit me much in after life. Light reading, news- 
papers, political and religious controversies occupied a great share 
of my attention and time, that is time for reading. I now believe 
that had my attention and time been applied to scienific pursuits, 
to tracing the sources and avenues of useful knowledge, to the 
investigation of philosophical principles and to the understanding 
of the nature of things, it would have been far more beneficial 
to me. 

On the third day of February, 1840, I was married to Miss 
Lois Russell, daughter of Daniel and Sarah Russell. She was 
born in the town of Sparta, County of Livingston, State of New 
York, on the 25th day of March in the year 1823. She was living, 
at the time of our marriage, in the town of Newstead, Erie County. 

Thus have I hastily sketched a few incidents of my life up to 
the time of my assuming a new situation, viz, that of husband. 
This being a period in life of considerable importance, and one 
to which the youth are looking forward with various feelings, sen- 
sations and anticipations, let the matter be fully considered. 
Marriage is a noble institution; honor it. 

In the winter of 1839-40, I first heard Mormonism preached. 
Elders Charles Thompson and Ezra Chase came to our place and 
commenced preaching. When I first heard it, I had no idea of 
ever becoming a believer in the doctrine. I was prejudiced against 
it and it was sometime before I could sufficiently dispossess my 
mind of preconceived opinions to give the subject a fair investi- 
gation. I eventually, however, investigated it sufficiently to become 
satisfied that it was my duty to make a trial of its truth, by obeying 
the initiatory ordinances of the Gospel which now appeared to me 
in a different light from what they ever did before. 

The result was that I became fully satisfied of the truth of 
the Gospel as taught and practiced by the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, commonly called Mormons. I was baptized 
into the Church by Elder Charles Thompson in the spring, April 
of 1840. My wife, her parents and some other members of the 
family had previously been baptized into the Church. 

We received considerable opposition from those who had pre- 
viously been our friends, and in fact those who still would endeavor 
to be as friendly as ever, were generally more so in appearance 
than in reality. 

A visible change appeared in the countenances of the whole 
vicinity and the Mormons were the subjects of ridicule by the 
priests, the drunkard, the religious, the profane, the high, the low, 
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the rich, the poor, big and little, in short, all classes, sexes, and 
conditions delighted in misrepresenting and ridiculing the Mor- 
mons. Individual exceptions there were. Yes some noble minds 
looked above such narrow limits and acted in accordance with 
magnanimity and toleration. There were about forty who joined 
the Church in our vicinity. 


One circumstance occurred while we were living at Akron, 
which, inasmuch as it filled our souls with sorrow, I will relate. It 
was the death of my wife’s mother, Sarah Russell. She died on 
the 22nd day of June, 1841, aged 42 years. She was.a woman of 
great judgment and strong constitution. She was very industrious 
and made it her business to understand and attend to her own busi- 
ness. She was beloved and respected by all who knew her in life, 
and in death was lamented by all. She died the death of the right- 
eous and will reap the reward of the same. ; 


The Seasons.—The varied seasons of the year afford a 
beautiful diversity, well adapted to the constitution and circum- 
stances of man. Each season has its particular blessings and 
advantages, calculated to yield itself subservient to the interests 
of man. The cold and frosts of winter serve to loosen the earth 
and render it easy for cultivation. Newstead, March 28th, 1842. 


HAPHAZARD POETRY 
March 28, 1842, Monday 


The man of wisdom has well said, 
It’s left on record too 

“Where counsel not the people fall,” 
And know not what to do, 

Confusion reigns, disorder dwells, 
Confusion marks the way, 

And all the evils of despair, 
Their dire effects display. 


29. Tuesday 


No peace or happiness remain, 
For any of the throng, 
No gratitude returns to Him 
To whom it does belong 
No social virtue operate 
With their consoling powers, 
No happy homes, no welcome friends, 
To dissipate dull hours. 
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30. Wednesday 


“But in the midst of counselors 
Safety is surely found”’ 

Where age is honored, Wisdom loved, 
Virtue and peace abound, 

Domestic pleasure warm the soul 
With pure and holy joys, 
Science and trades, and useful arts 
The time of each employ. 


31. Thursday 


There is a stream of gurgling sweets 
Congenial to the taste, 

Where virtue with her sister meets, 
No fertile soil lies waste, 

Wise men and sages do unite, 
They counsel and advise. 

Their counsels are guided aright 

Therein is safe supplies. 


April 21, 1842. Thursday 


The proper study of the mind 

That has its elements refined, 

Is man; his high, his low estate 

Things that his welfare relate 
Whether they be things here on earth or things up in heaven, 
Be they natural, inherent, acquired, or given. 


22. Friday 


His maker's character and laws, 

Who is to him the Great First Cause, 

The Author and proprietor 

Of all man ever is or were, 
Or can be, or will in any manner even ever attain, 
By any known rules, medium or examples of gain. 


23. Saturday 


The innate principles in man 

Show there is wisdom in the plan, 

Who will reflect, ponder and weigh, 

Must sure observe the nice display 
Of wisdom, science, knowledge, art, and mechanical skill 
Throughout the complication each has its part to fulfill. 
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25. Monday 


The circumstances that surround, 

And under which mankind are found 

Are plainly worth reflection’s care 

And well the human mind prepare 
For reception, retention, comprehension and digestion, 
Explanation, commentation, and answering the question. 


26. Tuesday 


Organization elements, 
Hope, love, fear and common sense, 
Mind, thought, feeling, intellect, 
Reasoning powers and power to act, 
Spirit, body, soul, present, future, and eternal state 
And all things else that unto man in any way or form relate 
So reflect and consider, and deny it who can, 
That “the proper study of mankind is man.” 


In the summer of 1842, some four or five families of us removed 
to the place of gathering which at that time was at Nauvoo, Han- 
cock, County, Illinois. We lived in Nauvoo a few weeks and my 
father-in-law, having purchased some land about six miles north- 
east of Nauvoo, we went out there to live with him. When I say 
we, I mean myself and family. While living in Nauvoo, my wife 
was delivered of her first child, which was a boy. We named him 
Delos Junius. He was a smart active child, but we had the mis- 
fortune to lose him after enjoying him but a short time. He was 
born on the 25th day of August, 1842. 


THE WEST—WHERE IS IT? 


From eastern lands we issue forth 
To see that noted place, 

Its prairies, mounds and curious things, 
Its buffaloes in chase; 

Enchanted with the prospects grand, 
Time is but short we rest, 

We hurry on to Buffalo, 
To gaze upon the west. 

Erie’s broad bosom we approach 
Supposing it is near, 

In steamers gay we glide along, 
The sky serene and clear, 

Our thoughts are west, our hopes are west, 
O, there we shall be blest, 
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Detroit's in view, ahoy my boys, 
Behold the noble west. 
Replenished well, the steamer starts, 
Its course is westward still, 
Bedecked with courage, on we press, 
Our mission to fulfill, 
Observant of each thing we pass, 
We oftentimes express, 
Behold we are fast entering on 
The grand, the sublime west. 
Chicago reached we issue forth 
And step upon the land, 
Our feelings, hopes, and thinking power 
We hardly can command, 
For we have conned, imagined, thought, 
Pondered, believed and guessed, 
Concerning what we should behold 
When we get way out west. 

Across the prairies on we go 
To find our destined place, 

“Fields of the woods, Zion’s abode 
Their beauties let us trace, 

To find the west, where is it then? 
There we will stop and rest, 

For wonders yet shall we behold 

Embosomed in the west. 

Nauvoo approached, Mississippi reached 
We stand upon the bluff, 

Reflection deep the question asks, 
Is all we see a puff? 

The temple that is rearing up, 
Is it but at the best 

A monument of little worth, 
Delusion of the west? 

A people coming from all climes, 
Of every tribe and race, 

From every kindred of the earth, 
To this fast growing place 

Bringing their substance from afar 
To build a place of rest, 

For all who will obey the truth, 
And gather to the west. 

The west, and yet where is the west, 
O, it is onward still, 

Then let our thoughts exert themselves, 
Our mission to fulfill, 
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They penetrate the western wilds, 
The noblest and the best, 

Missouri's sources they outstretch 
In looking for the west, 

The Rocky Mountains, noble peaks, 

Afford a prospect grand; 

The fertile lands, the hills and dales, 
Attention do command, 

They follow down Columbia's course 
Till its no more possessed 

Of banks, but mingles with the deep, 
The ocean of the west. 

Upon this grand and lofty shore, 
We look far o’er the sea, 

Is this the west? Where is the west? 
How far off can it be? 

Beyond the proud Pacific’s flood, 
Where Sol retires to rest; 

Behold the noble, grand, sublime, 
Majestic, peaceful west. 

We tarry here, no farther go, 
The west we've not attained, 

We've traveled far, we’ve wondered much, 
Much knowledge have we gained, 

Know then this truth, that he who starts, 
Will oftentimes need rest, 

Before he sets his foot upon 
The far off distant west. 

Nauvoo, IIl., Sept., 1842. 


Extracts From aA LETTER WRITTEN TO SPENCER HARRINGTON, 
oF AKRON, Erte County, New York 


It is now Christmas and a fine day it is too, the weather is fine 
and although the sun does not shine with brilliancy, nor dazzle ones 
eyes by its reflections from the snow which in a small quantity lies 
upon the ground, yet the heavens over our heads are decorated with 
serenity and calmness—the earth under our feet although yielding 
somewhat to the influences of winter through its agents frost and 
snow, presents a cool dispassionate and contented appearance— 
the atmosphere around us is adorned with purity, filled with rays 
of light and fanned by a gentle breeze from the southwest—and 
in fact all nature seems engaged in reverencing the day, conspicuous 
in all the universe and celebrated among all believing Intelligences, 
as the day on which was born into the world that illustrious per- 


sonage who was a light to lighten the gentiles and the glory of the 
people Israel * * * 
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Now for a few thoughts concerning the insult to the President 
of the United States, and what shall I say—I confess my inability 
in the premises, my want of words to convey my feelings on the 
subject, for it is to me one of the most strange and unaccountable 
considerations in the world that a company of Americans should be 
found especially in the City of New York and in presence of a 
foreign minister and his suite, so utterly regardless of all respect 
for the President, for themselves and more than all, for the United 
States as to be guilty of such a deed—what if the President does 
not agree with us in all particulars—does not walk up to the line 
we have marked out—does not see through the same false eyes, 
alias spectacles, or conform to our notions in all things? Who are 
we to dishonor (the President or his office shall I say—No) our- 
selves, by refusing to show a proper respect to that high office or 
its possessor on such an occasion? But so it is—the act has been 
performed and the fame (shame) of the glorious (despicable) deed 
is now being wafted to all parts of the world as an example of 
American courtesy and Republican etiquette towards the highest 
office and its possessor in the gift of the American people. 


O, how every patriot should envy the actors in that noble scene 
the high need of praise that will necessarily arise on the altar 
of every loyal heart where the tidings may go. Who does not see 
that it is not only an insult to the President, but to the American 
people inasmuch as it is the office as well as the man that is dis- 
honored, or attempted to be, but the frowns of such men are pre- 
ferable to the smiles, their hisses to their cheers, and their silence to 
their applause. All their disdain will only magnify him whom they 
attempt to disgrace—the President will outlive all their obloquy 
and John Taylor will rise above his enemies, persecutors, and 
revilers, for assuredly the course they are taking will gain him more 
friends than they could possibly do by the most united and untiring 
praise. The more they kick him, the more will be found to do him 
reverence. 

Has it come to this that a man in these United States shall not 
be allowed to enjoy his own political creed—his own views of the 
proper functions of government—his own preference for a particular 
order of things, without passing through the crucible of the most 
malignant censure, reproach and misrepresentation? The conduct 
of many would seem to say yes, but where is the patriotic Repub- 
lican who would desire to have any lot or part in any such matter? 
No, where is such an individual to be found among all the people 
of these United States. But on the other hand say they—freedom 
of thought—freedom of speech and freedom of principles. Enjoy- 
ing these blessings on a free soil, cultivating peace, harmony and 
good will—having laws freely administered—a high veneration 
for the Constitution and laws—a sacred regard for the offices neces- 
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sary for the regular, just and efficient administration of the same— 
a proper respect for or to the incumbents of the several offices— 
liberty of conscience—no privileged orders—equal and exact justice 
to all men—judicious internal improvement—rigid economy in the 
public expenses and Dr. Franklin's way to wealth. A people with 
all these considerations, feelings, benefits and blessings cannot fail 
of being prosperous and it is much better than trying to head 
Captain Taylor. So say I. 

Hancock County, Il., Dec. 25, 1842. 


LINES ON THE DEATH oF DeELos Junius HarrincTon, Wuo Diep 
Marcu 20TH, 1843, Acep 6 MonTuHs AND 23 Days 


The flowers do wither and fade 
The leaves they fall to the ground 
Change all things on earth doth pervade 
Blight all earthly things doth surround 
Reflection is proper for man 
Intelligence speaketh aloud 
And when present objects we scan 
Tyrant Death appears in the crowd 
He is present in every place 
He seeketh the high and the low 
He claimeth the whole human race 
When he calleth, mankind must all go 
But is this dread scene to abide 
Is no healthful abode to be found 
Sure the Lord will a mansion provide 
In it health and peace will abound. 
Hancock County, IIl., March 25th, 1843. 


It will be observed that I sometimes tried my skill in composi- 
tion and sometimes indulged myself in rhyme. I will not call it 
poetry, for critics would no doubt place my lines far below that 
standard. The pieces were written at the time of their respective 
dates, and of course will pass for what they are worth. 

The summer of 1844 will be long remembered as the time of 
a great persecution of the Church of Latter-day Saints, and as 
consummating the most horrid deed that ever transpired in the 
American Republic. It was the assassination of Joseph Smith and 
Hyrum Smith, the Prophet and the Patriarch of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, by a mob in Carthage jail, Han- 
cock County, Illinois. It was perpetrated on the 27th day of June. 
It filled the hearts of all true believers with the keenest sorrow and 
among them produced universal mourning. They felt that they 
had experienced a loss that could not be repaired and it required 
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the greatest fortitude to stand up under the severe trial and heavy 
burden. 

On the fifth day of May, 1844, our second son was born. 
We called his name Theodore Spencer. On the first of September 
following, myself and family started for the state of New York 
partly on a visit and partly for the transaction of business. We 
traveled by the way of the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers to Ports- 
mouth, Ohio; from thence to Cleveland by canal, from thence to 
Buffalo by steamboat on Lake Erie, which place brought us within 
24 miles of Akron where my father resided. We tarried with our 
friends till the next season when we returned by the same route to 
Nauvoo. 

Previous to my departure for New York, I bought a quarter 
section of land, viz., the southeast quarter of Section 23, Township 
7 North of the base line, Range 8 West of the 4th principal meridian 
in the County of Hancock, State of Illinois. I sold the west half 
of it to my brother-in-law, Lester Russell. On my return from 
New York, I made preparations for going on my land. I hired 
12 acres of it broken, hauled stone to stone a well, built a shanty 
and moved into it. About this time, mobocracy commenced again 
showing itself in its worst forms by driving people from their 
homes, burning their houses and other buildings, grain, etc. 

The result of which was that our community were obliged to 
leave their homes and most of their property, their beautiful city 
and Holy Temple to be trodden under foot and desecrated by 
miscreants, mobocrats, house burners, and murderers. 

We commenced making preparations for our removal next 
spring. Some started in the winter and others as fast as they could 
get ready from that time on. I started from near Nauvoo for the 
wilderness on the first of June with three in family, one span of 
horses, 2 yoke of oxen, two wagons, two cows, a year and a half 
provisions, clothing, etc. Came on to Council Bluffs where the 
first emigrants had stopped and where we finally stopped for the 
winter. 

We had plenty to do in cutting hay, preparing for winter, 
taking care of cattle, building houses, etc. After preparing for the 
winter, I commenced teaming to and from the State of Missouri, 
and from the last of December till summer I made seven trips to 
and from there, with the emigrating company which started from 
Council Bluffs or Winter Quarters that summer for California. 
I started also. I was under the necessity of selling one of my: 
wagons in Missouri in order to get a fit out for the journey. I also 
traded one of my horses for a yoke of oxen. One of my cows died 
in the winter and I traded for another in Missouri. 

I started from Winter Quarters on the 13th of June, with my 
family, consisting of four, (as we had previously taken a little girl 
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11 years old by the name of Emma Blocksom) with one wagon, 
three yoke of oxen, two cows, one mare and colt, provisions for a 
year and a half, some seed grain, clothing, farming tools etc. I 
organized and traveled in the 2nd Fifty of the 4th Hundred and 
in Lauren Roundy’s ten. A. O. Smoot was Captain of the Hun- 
dred and Samuel Russell was Captain of the Fifty. I was ap- 
pointed Clerk of the Fifty. 

In reviewing what I have written I find I have omitted some- 
thing which I desire to mention, viz., I was ordained a Priest by 
Elder Charles Thompson soon after I joined the Church, and was 
ordained an Elder by President Williams and his counselors in 
Nauvoo, and joined the Elders quorum the winter previous to our 
departure from there. Myself and wife went through the first 
ordinances in the house of God or temple in Nauvoo, viz., washing, 
anointing, etc. 

Now again to our journey from Winter Quarters. We pur- 
sued our journey with but little difficulty most of the way. We 
traveled up the Platte River almost its whole length. One of my 
cows died on the road and my mare and colt were stolen by the 
Indians in the Black Hills (Wyoming). I met with no other 
losses of importance, and had no break-down. 


My wife’s brother, Henry Russell, came with us. He had no 
family and lived with us, and we worked together. He had two 
yoke of oxen, one wagon and one cow. We saw many curiosities 
on our journey, such as Chimney Rock, Independence Rock, Devil's 
Gate, lakes of an article resembling saleratus, etc. 


On the latter part of our journey, we found considerable bad 
road, and a good part of the way it was extremely dusty. We 
arrived in the Great Salt Lake valley on the 25th of September 
(1847), and gladdened were our hearts to be relieved from our 
arduous journeying. I was well pleased with the valley and with 
the site for the Salt Lake City. Henry and myself went immediately 
to work at drawing wood, obtaining house logs, poles, etc. We 
built a house of split logs, 18 by 14 feet on the west side of the 
north addition to the first fort. We covered it with poles, cane- 
break and earth. We plowed about four acres of ground and sowed 
it with fall wheat on the third day of December. 


(In reviewing, I frequently think of matters which I neglected 
to mention in their proper place. I therefore mention them as they 
come into my mind, even though they seem to be out of place. 
One circumstance occurred while I was living near Nauvoo, viz., 
I was elected a justice of the Peace for Appanoce Precinct, Hancock 
County at the August election of 1843, and received a commission 
from Governor Ford soon after. In June, 1846, I resigned my 


office in consequence of having to leave the state on account of my 
religious faith. ) 
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The dark scenes of that unhallowed proceeding flit across my 
mind even now (January, 1848) while I am writing even in this 
far off land (the Salt Lake Valley) and produce no gratifying re- 
flections, only to Him whose inscrutable providences bring us 
through dangers, seen and unseen for various purposes, but all 
tending eventually to the benefit of His chosen people and the up- 
building of His Kingdom among the nations. 


The winter thus far (January 23rd, 1848) has been very mild 
and warm, but very little snow at any time in the valley, and none 
now or for some time past. Cattle and horses fatten on what they 
can gather for themselves. Grass is beginning to grow on the 
table lands and mountain sides. Notwithstanding their tops pre- 
sent a striking contrast in consequence of the masses of snow 
which envelop their summits. 


But what are we here for? is a query that occasionally comes 
to my mind. Here we are in the Great Salt Lake Valley. And 
what is it for? Why have we been obliged to leave houses and 
lands, country and home, relatives and friends? Ah, indeed! 
Simply for the sake of the Gospel. for the unpopular (though in 
reality popular) name of Latter-day Saints, for believing that God 
has indeed set His hand again to restore Israel to their own prom- 
ised inheritance, for believing that God made an instrument of a 
man and that man, Joseph Smith, in commencing the great work 
of the Last Days, by bringing forth to the world the very important 
history of the Aborigines of America, a history before that event, 
veiled in the greatest mystery, by sending angels to minister unto 
him, by visions, revelations, by the Holy Spirit, and in short by 
all the means He usually makes use of in communicating His de- 
signs and plans to man. 


For these reasons, for the simple profession and vindications 
of the cause of Christ as testified by Moses and the prophets, by 
Christ and His apostles and in fact by all God’s servants in all 
ages of the world are we here in this valley. But what will be the 
result? Methinks I see the persecutors and mobbers of our little 
number already agitated with a consciousness of depravity, already 
asking themselves ‘‘Why what evil have they done? What crimes 
have they committed that they should be outlawed? Bad members 
there were no doubt among them, but what society is without them? 
What community can in this respect cast the first stone?” Methinks 
I hear the government of the State of Illinois under whose feeble 
and treacherous administration the barbarous deed was consum- 
mated, already exclaiming, ‘‘Oh that we had possessed more energy 
and put into vigouous operation, means adequate to the entire 
suppressing of mobocracy within our borders, especially in and 
about Nauvoo and the Mormon settlements. But alas it is too late, 
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mobocracy has prevailed. The Mormons are driven from the 
Be hres I hear the Government of the United States which 
stood like a statue during the tragic scene, and who when called 
upon for assistance to suppress the mob, refused. Thereby en- 
couraging the lawless band and by that means became a mobber 
of its own citizens. Already with the gnawings of a guilty con- 
science, murmuring out sentiments like these, ““Mobocracy has 
inflicted a deadly wound in our side. In Ohio, Missouri and [lli- 
nois, the Mormons have been sorely persecuted and finally driven 
beyond the Rocky Mountains, and we have winked at the hellish 
deeds of their persecutors. We have not so much as touched the 
heavy burden with one of our fingers. 


Oh that we had done our duty and preserved the innocent. 
That we had manifested a determination to put down the turbulent 
faction at whatever hazard and that we had shown to the world 
that we still possess the most firm and efficient faith in the senti- 
ment of our boasted Declaration, viz., ‘We hold these truths to be 
self-evident that all men are created equal, that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain inalienable rights, that among these 
are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.’ But instead thereof 
we have neglected our duty, brought our Government and institu- 
tions into disgrace and manifested to the world that the lives, 
liberty and happiness of our people can be trampled on with 
impunity by mobs, vagabonds, murderers, house-burners, Sheriffs, 
Judges, Governors, Priests and Devils incarnate. And what will be 
the end of these matters God only knows and may Heaven help 
us in our sad dilemma.” 


These are some of the considerations that arise from the 
question. Why are we in the valley? Well! Let me answer 
further. We are here for the purpose of fulfilling some ancient 
as well as modern predictions of God’s holy Prophets. For the 
purpose of establishing a House of the Lord in the tops of the 
mountains. Of raising an Ensign to the Nations. Of enlightening, 
improving, and raising from their degraded state to a knowledge 
and service of the God of Israel, the scattered remnants and broken 
fragments of the tribe of Joseph, for the privilege of worshipping 
God according to the dictates of our own consciences, without fear 
of hindrance; for the purpose of preparing ourselves for carrying 
forth the fulness of the Gospel to the nations of the earth; of 
having a place of safety for our wives and little ones when we are 
on our Master's business, and a place of safety when God comes 
out of His hiding place and shakes terribly the earth; in short that 


we may “Fear God and keep His commandments for this is the 
whole duty of man.” 


Who then would not be in the Valley of the Great Salt Lake? 
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Who would not be here though bereft of many earthly enjoyments? 
Who would exchange the hopes, the faith, the knowledge, the 
anxieties, the prospects and the whole catalogue of enjoyments, 
present and prospective, in hand and in expectancy, in embryo and 
in maturity—for the cares, troubles and perplexities of the Gentile 
world for all their riches, possessions, knowledge, ignorance, wick- 
edness, and cruelty. Who would exchange the religion, the knowl- 
edge of God's marvelous work of the Last Days, which exists in this 
valley, for all the religion, the faith, hope and charity of a hypo- 
critical and persecuting world though reveling in luxury and faring 
sumptuously every day. 

Who would not rather be an accredited servant of the Living 
God though living on rations here in the valley, than an officiating 
priest, minister or clergyman of the popular and man honoring 
sects of the day though living at ease, clad in black coats and fine 
apparel receiving large salaries and for what? Not for preaching 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, for that is unpopular, it won't take! 
Not for warning men of their sins and transgressions, for they 
can't abide it—won’'t pay for fault finding and chastisements—not 
for preaching the fulfillment of the prophecies relative to the Last 
Days, the signs of the times or the near approach of the Advent 
of the Messiah, for the gathering of Israel, the bringing together 
His elect and destruction of the wicked—for they don’t understand 
it and if they do it is unpopular. Away, says the multitude, with 
such preachings—what then are they receiving all this pay for? 
Simply for the fables that suit the itching ears of man. I for one 
am pleased with, love the knowledge of, and will live in the valley. 

It is now Sunday evening. The shades of night are already 
falling on us. Nature seems to be speaking tacitly the duties and 
reverential awe we owe our Beneficent Creator and cheerfully 
setting the example, measurable, by appearing to repose from its 
labors, through another beautiful day. I say appearing for in 
reality nature is ever active, always performing its high duties, 
and reverencing its God. The human mind following the example 
as part of the great whole, is at all times active though it must be 
acknowledged that its action is not always for good. Well will 
it be for us if we reverence the Creator, by obedience to His laws, 
(March 5th, 1848). 

On the 17th day of March, 1848, it being Friday, our first 
daughter and third child, was born in the Salt Lake City, Great 
Basin, North America. We called her name Sarah Elizabeth in 
respect to my wife’s mother, whose name was Sarah, and her 
stepmother whose name is Harriet Elizabeth. 

We have had a severe storm of snow lasting for several days, 
commencing on Thursday night the 23rd of this month (March, 
1848). Our flat roofs, covered with poles and earth affords us 
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rather a poor shelter in such a storm, but the weather has again 
cleared up and our house become dry and comfortable. We enjoy 
it all the better for such a contrast, having been in it through the 
storm and wet, thereby meeting with some inconvenience and tak- 
ing some cold, etc., we cordially welcome the return of pleasant 
weather and keenly relish the comfortableness and benefits of a 
dry house. 

On Saturday, the 8th day of this month (April, 1848), we 
had another snow storm, though not near so extensive as the pre- 
ceding one. On the 15th and 16th of this month we had a gratifying 
rain which though moderate and at intervals, yet gave the ground 
a very nice wetting, imparting new life and vigor to the face of 
the earth, notwithstanding it was already looking beautiful. 

October 24th, 1848. After an interval of some months I pro- 
ceed to pen a few more items. I farmed it some the past summer; 
our wheat turned off tolerably well, though the crickets injured it 
considerably as also our corn, beans, vines, etc. We have enough 
to susbsist on till another harvest, and some corn to spare. Our 
hearts were gladdened by the reception of a large emigration this 
season among whom were several of our relatives and many of our 
acquaintances. Glad indeed were we to again hear the voice of 
our President (Brigham Young) and his counselors, and others. 
We had long wished their arrival, had expected to receive much 
instruction, and have thus far been fully satisfied. Hurry and 
bustle prevail in our midst, and nearly all appear to be busily em- 
ployed. Industry and economy are certainly characteristics of 
our people at the present time, and I believe will continue to be so 
hence forth and forever. 


To live within ourselves—to learn all useful arts, to investi- 
gate and treasure all science and to gain all knowledge, are among 
our important duties, and require our constant exertions, and surely 
we will endeavor to meet the demand. Encouraging circumstances 
surround us, and we have only to practice on the knowledge, ma- 
terials and means within our reach to consummate the result. 


After the arrival of the emigration I was rebaptized and con- 
firmed in accordance with the directions of the presidency and also 
in unison with my own feelings, for being separated from the 
Gentiles, it certainly becomes us to leave their follies and to com- 
mence anew in the service of our Heavenly Father. I think it my 
duty. I will try to perform it. 


November, 1848. The distribution of city lots and farming 
land now took place. The city lots were set apart by a committee, 
and the farming lots by ballot. I drew a ten acre lot on block 32, 
lot 4, lying a little south of Mill Creek. We continued to live in 
the fort till March, 1849, then moved about eight miles from the 
city plot, on to South Mill Creek, farmed and lumbered through 
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the summer, built a house in the city during the fall and forepart 
of winter and moved into it about Christmas, followed lumbering, 
hauling wood, farming some through the season. Sold my house 
in the city and commenced making preparations for moving on to 
the American Fork. Soon after, however, I had the misfortune 
to fall and break my right arm, which was very badly set by Dr. 
Vaughn and was nearly useless for the whole winter. In January 
of 1849, I was ordained into the 23rd Quorum of Seventies under 
the hands of Thomas Moore, one of the presidents of said Quorum, 
and Israel Barlow, president of the 6th Quorum. 

In the fall of 1850, we moved to the American Fork in Utah 
Valley, Utah County. Lived in a tent till we could build a house 
which we did and moved into it about Christmas, farmed through 
the summer of 1851. Our ward of American Fork was organized 
in May of this year and I was chosen President and Bishop. I 
chose Asa Adams and James Guyman counselors. At the August 
election I was elected justice of the peace for American Fork pre- 
cinct. On Thursday, the 14th day of February in this year our 
second daughter and fourth child was born; we called her name 
Mary Ellen. 

At the August election of 1852 I was elected a member of the 
House of Representatives of the Territory of Utah for the County 
of Utah. I was also ordained a High Priest and Bishop under the 
hands of Edward Hunter, Presiding Bishop. William Greenwood 
had previously been chosen clerk of the ward. James Guyman 
my second counselor removed from our place, resigned the coun- 
selorship and John Mercer was chosen in his place. President 
Young and his company called on us and stayed over night much 
to our satisfaction, instruction and improvement. 

I attended the session of the Legislature in Great Salt Lake 
City in the winter of 1852-53. I also attended an adjourned ses- 
sion of the same held in June at which time I succeeded in obtaining 
a charter for our settlement, by the name of Lake City, and at the 
first election held the first Monday in July, I was elected Mayor— 
the militia of this district was organized in 1851, at which time I 
was elected Orderly Sergeant in Captain Clarke's company of 
Infantry—I was also appointed postmaster in 1851. In July of 
this year (1853) Indian disturbances of quite a serious nature 
commenced. We were obliged to move together and build our 
houses in fort form—it created considerable excitement throughout 
the Territory. At a reorganization of the Militia of this District, 
I was elected Battalion Adjutant—David Evans, Major. 


The year 1854 passed off without any material alterations 
from common occurrences—the Church steadily increases in num- 
bers and good works. I pursued my usual avocations of farming— 
attending to the duties of the bishopric, etc. The winter of 1853- 
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54 | attended the Legislature of U. T. held in Great Salt Lake City, 
having been elected a member of the Legislative Council at the 
August election of 1853. The term of councillors was two years, 
so I again attended the session of 1854-55 held in G. S. L. City. 
In attending the Legislature I was favored with the opportunity 
of receiving much instruction, not only in relation to Legislative 
proceedings-——the order of business—the manner of presenting 
motions—of getting up and presenting bills, etc., but also much 
that is truly valuable pertaining to the principles of our Holy Re- 
ligion—in fact being associated with the prophets and apostles of 
the last days, as also other of the chief men of Israel is an impor- 
tant privilege and one that I highly prize, and I shall ever refer 
to the same as among the pleasantest part of my life. 

The year 1855 was noted for a sweeping destruction of the 
crops in Utah, almost every green thing was eaten off by the 
grasshoppers, in some places several times, in fact but very little 
of any kind of produce was raised in the Territory. I brought 
some Spanish corn from Ogden City on my return from the north, 
and planted the last days of June, on ground where wheat had 
been sown and eaten off. The corn made a tolerable crop. I also 
raised some potatoes, so did many of my neighbors—they were 
considerably injured by the grasshoppers. 

In June of this year I accompanied the presidency of the 
Church and quite a company, among whom was several of the 
Twelve, Professors Orson Pratt (one of the Twelve) and Albert 
Carrington, Surveyor General Jesse W. Fox. We went to de- 
termine the line between Oregon and Utah Territories, which 
being accomplished we all returned safely home. My wife and 
children accompanied me as far as Ogden City, 40 miles north of 
G. S. L. City, and 73 from home. Uncle Isaac Chase also ac- 
companied from G. S. L. City the whole journey, the distance 
from thercity the line istea steer miles. The Malad Valley 
up which we traveled is a very pleasant valley, scenery interesting. 

At the city election in July, I was reelected Mayor. At the 
August election of this year I was again elected a member of the 
Legislative Council—and attended the session of 1855-56, which 
was held in Fillmore City, Millard County, in the State House, one 
wing of which is partially completed and has a very fine appear- 
ance, being built of red sandstone. At this session an act was 
passed authorizing a convention to be held in G. S. L. City in 
March following to form a Constitution for a State Government, 
and to apply for admission as a State in the Federal Union. I was 
elected a delegate to, and attended said convention. 

A Constitution was formed, a memorial and other documents 
were adopted, and George A. Smith and John Taylor appointed 
delegates to present the same to Congress, but on their arrival at 
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Washington, they found the prejudices so strong against us, they 
did not present their credentials or documents. Many of the 
officers of the Government and members of Congress had given 
credence to false rumors and lying slanders against the Mormon 
people, till it appeared our cause could not be heard—in fact they 
and the nation had taken an unholy thought, but as was said an- 
ciently so we can say, Happy is that people whose God is the Lord. 

Still residing in Lake City, on Thursday, October 20th, 1853, 
our third daughter, and fifth child was born in Lake City. We 
called her name Lois Elma. Mary Ellen died on Thursday night, 
March 14th, 1854, of dropsy in the head. Lois Elma died Thurs- 
day morning, October 5th, 1854, of typhoid fever. Lovely little 
girls, too soon were they taken from us—but the Lord is judge of 
all the earth, shall He not do right? Let us trust in His wisdom, 
in His everlasting mercy. 

On Monday, the 3rd day of September, 1855, our third son 
and sixth child was born in Lake City, we called his name Leonard 
Elsworth, after myself. 

When I was attending the session of the Legislature at Fill- 
more City in the winter of 1855-56, I wrote quite often to my fam- 
ily—the following is an extract of a letter to my wife. 

January 8th, 1856, Tuesday evening. We have had another 
fine day—I attended Legislative Council in the forenoon, in the 
afternoon attended court. Since I have been here, I have occasion- 
ally been writing little scraps of history and when I had written 
about the death of our dear little Mary Ellen and Lois Elma, I 
wrote as follows, viz: 

“They were both lovely little girls, but for some wise purpose 
of our Heavenly Father, they are taken from us. 


They sleep in death—but may we feel 
Who yet are left behind, 

That God in spirit, will reveal 
Unto the infant mind, 

Why they are taken from below, 
A world of joys and tears 
Unconscious of its weal or woe, 
Because of tender years. 

Dear little girls, we love you still, 
Though taken from us here 

Your loveliness and beauty fill 
Our thoughts; Sweet, lovely, dear. 
O, God our Father, wilt thou give 
Us knowledge of Thy ways 

That we may in Thy pleasure live 
The remnant of our days 
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And when this present life is o'er 
May we our loved ones meet; 
And in Thy presence evermore 


Find happiness complete. 
: —L. E. H. 


These lines came into my mind without effort, yet I felt first 
rate while writing them; felt corrected and improved under the 
chastening hand of our Heavenly Father and could say, Thy will 
be done, and I want you not to be troubled while thinking about 
our sweet little girls, but consider it is of the Lord, let Him do what 
seemeth Him good. 

I remain your affectionate husband, 

L. E. Harrington. 
To Mrs. Lois Harrington. 


PATRIARCHAL BLESSING 


February 29th, 1856, Lake City, American Fork, Utah 
County, Utah Territory. 


A Blessing by Isaac Morley, Patriarch, upon the head of 
Leonard Elsworth Harrington, son of Spencer and Polly Harring- 
ton, born in the town of New Lisbon, County of Otsego, State of 
New York, January 27th, 1816. 


Brother Leonard Elsworth, I place my hands upon your head 
in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the authority of the Holy 
Priesthood, I seal a father’s blessing upon thee, this is a seal of 
promise and of Priesthood, to continue with thee, for thou art 
numbered by covenant with the Sons of Abraham, which covenants 
and Priesthood continue with thee and thy posterity after thee, 
whereby thy name will be handed down by thy posterity in hon- 
orable remembrance before the Lord. 


Therefore my son, be comforted and having thine agency 
which is one of the greatest gifts given by the God of nature, be 
prayerful, be watchful and thy blessing will be eternal, and thou 
shalt be honored at the head of thy family, as the anointed of the 
Lord. And I say unto thee, thou shalt be blessed at the head of 
a numerous posterity, sharing in the blessing of Abraham, Isaac 


and Jacob. Thy counsels shall be revered in the midst of thy 
brethren. 


__ Wisdom will be given thee to honor thy Priesthood and call- 
ing before the Lord. Thou wilt receive great light from the ex- 
perience of an opposite, for it will commit to thy mind to keep 


knowledge and wisdom and prudence, and without which we can- 
not be sanctified. 
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Thou art a descendant of Ephraim, a rightful heir to the keys 
of Priesthood, which Priesthood is an eternal principle whereby 
all things are to be governed whether in this life or the life to come. 
The blessing of the earth will be thine to enjoy therefore let 
prudence, let wisdom become the governing principle of thy mind 
and thou shalt dwell upon the earth to see thy Savior coming in 
the clouds of heaven, and be numbered with those who will avenge 
the blood of the prophets and brother Joseph. 

By virtue of the Holy Priesthood, I seal thee up to enjoy the 
blessing of an eternal increase in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

William Greenwood, Scribe. 

Recorded in Patriarch Morley’s Blessings Book, book D, 

page 126, No. 111. 


The year 1856 is noted for a general scarcity of provisions 
in consequence of the destruction the previous year by grasshop- 
pers, they also destroyed considerable in several localities in the 
Territory this year. Also for another Indian war, commonly called 
Tintick’s war, from the circumstance of an Indian sub-chief of the 
Utahs, was the principal instigator of the difficulty. His name was 
Tintick. 

While we were living in the vicinity of Nauvoo and after our 
location in the valley, we frequently received very interesting and 
friendly letters from my father, who still resided in Akron, New 
York; also from my brothers and sisters, which I reciprocated and 
wrote to them frequently. It is indeed peculiarly well arranged 
that when we are separated from our friends, and those we esteem 
highly and cannot have the privilege of each other's society, that 
we can still exchange our feelings and sentiments by the means 
of pen, ink and paper. Happy invention, wise arrangement— 
continue thy noble mission forever. 

The winter of 1856-57, I again attended the session of the 
Legislature, which assembled at Fillmore City, but adjourned to 
G. S. L. City, where the remainder of the sessions were held. 
The preceding fall and this winter were particularly noted for a 
great reformation among the Latter-day Saints in the valleys 
of Utah which also extended to the Saints in many parts of the 
earth. The Saints almost universally partook of the spirit—con- 
fessed their sins and renewed their covenants, and the Lord worked 
with His people, and as anciently confirmed the good word and work 
with signs following. The heartfelt satisfaction and joy that per- 
vades the bosom of each one who diligently seeks the Lord, renders 
the worship of Him peculiarly pleasing—yea happy is he whose 
God is the Lord. 

In the spring of this year (1857) the First Presidency, sev- 
eral of the Twelve and a large number of the brethren and sisters 
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took a trip to a settlement of our people under the presidency of 
Brother Thomas S. Smith, situated on Salmon River in Oregon 
Territory and about 215 miles north from G. S. L. City. Brother 
John Mercer, my first counselor, accompanied me on the journey. 

Some little accidents occurred on the trip but nothing very 
serious. After we had crossed Snake River, (which we did by 
ferrying a few miles above Fort Hall) one of the forward wheels 
of our carriage broke. We, however, went to the river about a 
mile off and got a cottonwood pole—changed the hind wheels to 
the forward axeltree, put under the pole and drove forward till 
night—and by the assistance of some of the brethren (particularly 
Brother Funk of Manti, on the wood work and Brother M. H. 
Peck of Salt Lake City, blacksmith), we had our wheel refilled, 
tire set and were ready to move with the camp in the morning. The 
accident happened about three miles from the crossing. The coun~ 
try after leaving the Malad Valley, nearly the whole distance to 
the Salmon River settlement, is barren and desolate—roamed over 
by Indians and wolves—with some mountain sheep, deer and 
antelope. The whole party enjoyed the journey very well. On 
our return, we made a halt at the crossing of Ross Creek, 11 miles 
this side of the crossing of Snake River, where Captain Grant, 
agent of the Hudson’s Bay Company, and a few Indians had their 
buffalo robe lodges. 

President Young and several of the brethren, myself among 
them, called on the captain at his lodge—he was very sociable and 
generous in his treatment. His wife was a squaw, though of fine 
stature and nicely dressed in her Indian costume. The captain had 
several children (half breeds of course) two or three of whom were 
daughters nearly grown. 

At the city election in July, I was again elected Mayor of 
Lake City and under the new military arrangement of this year 
I was elected a Major—also at the August election I was again 
elected to the Legislative Council for Utah and Cedar Counties, 
Utah County having been divided—that portion of it lying west 
of Utah Lake and Jordan River being now called Cedar County, 
yet remaining together for members of the Legislature. After 
returning from our northern trip, which was on the ............ day of 
May, I was occupied as usual in farming, etc., through the summer 


and fall. 


On Saturday, the 7th day of November, 1857, our fourth 


daughter and seventh child was born in Lake City, and we called 
her name Jane. 


I attended the session of the Legislature in Salt Lake City thi 
this 
winter 1857-58. Much excitement had existed in the Toe 
after the news arrived in July that the President of the United States 
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was sending an army into Utah which from many circumstances 
was believed to be of an unfriendly nature, and calculated to 
oppress us, deprive us of our rights and more or less of our lives. 
The excitement continued through the winter and in the spring, 
so much so that the command went forth for all the Saints north 
of Utah County, to abandon their homes, including Great Salt 
Lake City, which they universally did, causing an immense sacri- 
fice of property, a great amount of labor and much suffering, yet 
the people did it willingly, choosing of evils the least. They not 
only left their pleasant homes, but were fully determined, if nec- 
essary to burn all their houses and other improvements and flee 
to the deserts and mountains, trusting in the God of Israel fon 
deliverance. We did not have to move, but our new house which 
we had just finished by the assistance of my respected brethren in 
the ward—and into which we moved about the time of the com- 
mencement of the general removal, furnished a home and shelter 
for many. 

In June the peace commissioners, Messrs. J. R. Powell and 
Benjamin McCullough arrived in Salt Lake City, which they found 
destitute of inhabitants, excepting a very few men left as guards. 
Governor Alfred Cummings previously arrived in April. Colonel 
Thomas L. Kane arrived in March. He tarried over night with 
us on his way to Salt Lake City, having come by way of the 
Isthmus of Panama, and by San Bernardino and the southern route 
to the Territory. The Colonel accomplished much towards set- 
tling the existing difficulties. 

Soon after the arrival of the Commissioners in Salt Lake City, 
President Brigham Young and counselors, the Twelve and many 
of the brethren who were then residing in Provo, nearly 50 miles 
south of Salt Lake City, and 13 miles south of our place, went to 
Salt Lake City to hold a consultation with the Commissioners. I 
also accompanied them. It was an interesting time—arrangements 
were made for the army which had quartered for the winter at 
Fort Bridger, to come peaceably into the Valley and locate distant 
from the city. Several other matters were arranged and matters 
seemed to be assuming a satisfactory aspect, and favorable result. 

The army came in in June and located in Cedar Valley, Cedar 
County, 40 miles south of Salt Lake City and about 20 miles west 
of our place. In July the Saints commenced their removal back 
to their homes, which was performed almost as rapidly as the first 
removal. 

In October, I was taken sick with the inflammation of the 
lungs and pleurisy and was quite sick for several weeks. The first 
time I went from home, I started for Fillmore City to attend the 
Legislature; the President of the Council not being present I was 
chosen president pro tem thereof. When a quorum of the Legis- 
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lature arrived it was deemed advisable to adjourn the sitting to 
Salt Lake City, which was accordingly done. I attended the re- 
mainder of the session of 1858-59 in Salt Lake City. 

1859. The army in Utah continued at Camp Floyd. All things 
continued quiet in the Territory. At our city election in February 
(the day for holding election having been changed by the Legis- 
lature) I was again elected Mayor of the city and at the August 
election I was also again elected a member of the Legislative Coun- 
cil and attended the session of 1859-60 in Salt Lake City. 

1860. In February of this year the inhabitants of our town 
at a meeting called for the purpose, agreed to build a new meeting 
house and school house combined, principally by donations or 
taking of shares. The shares were set at $25 each, and every man 
take as many shares as his circumstances will permit. I, at the 
commencement, took four shares, $100, presuming it would have 
to be enlarged. The basement is to be partly underground, to be 
of rock and-designed for schools. The upper part is to be adobes 
and to be used for a meeting house. On Tuesday afternoon, 
March 7, we laid the corner stones, dedicated the spot, and ma- 
terials, and all connected with it, to God our Heavenly Father, 
invoking His blessings and preserving care upon all and upon the 
workmen and all who will in any manner contribute to its erection 
and completion. 

On the 8th of March, Brother John Mercer, my first counselor 
died, with an inflammation of the bowels. He was a very good 
and useful man, of unflinching firmness and stern integrity. He 
lived and died a true Latter-day Saint. 

On family matters, I frequently refer back to circumstances 
and dates that have been neglected or overlooked in my journal. 
On the 6th day of February, 1853, Mary Jones, daughter of James 
All Hee’ Bonsai te Jones, was sealed to me by President Brigham 


first attack of the convulsions—it was truly distressing to see the 
agony she was in, though unconscious. She was a good woman 
and generally respected. She lived and died a Latter-day Saint. 

In January, 1857, Elizabeth Filcher, daughter of Thomas J. 
and Eliza Filcher, and Mary Wrigley, daughter of Thomas and 
i: essostewsosossssseeseess Wrigley, were both sealed to me by President 
Brigham Young. They soon after became dissatisfied and the 
following winter I gave each of them a divorce. 


On the Ist day of June, 1859, my wife's father Daniel Russell 
died with a disease of the lungs at his residence on South Mill 
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Creek, Great Salt Lake County, Utah Territory. He was born in 
Springfield, Otsego County, New York, ........ 1799, and was 
60 years old at his death. Being naturally of a religious turn of 
mind he became a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church and 
contributed much to its support and advancement. 

In March, 1840, he and his wife and several members of his 
family were baptized into the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints by Elder Charles Thompson. At the time of joining the 
Church he was residing in Newstead, Erie County, New York. 

He was appointed Presiding Elder of the branch of the Church 
in Akron, and at the time of his death was a worthy member of 
the High Priests Quorum in G. S. L. City. He removed to Nau- 
voo, Illinois, in 1842, to Winter Quarters on the Missouri in 
1846, to the Valley in 1848. He assisted many in the various 
removals and was a very enterprising, industrious and liberal man. 
He was highly esteemed by all who knew him. He lived and died 
a true Latter-day Saint, and his memory will long be cherished 
by the Saints. 

On the last day of May, 1859, Harriet F. Smith, widow of 
David Smith, was sealed to me by President Brigham Young. She 
had three children, one boy and two girls, at the time of our mar- 
riage. On Saturday, March 17, 1860, she had born to her twins, 
a boy and a girl. 

We progressed with our meeting house and on Monday, the 
2 ae of July, 1860, have nearly finished laying the base- 
ment story of rock. On Sunday, July 14th and 15th, we held a 
conference of the four settlements of the north part of Utah 
County at our place under a new bowery on our public square. 
The citizens of Lehi, Alpine, Pleasant Grove and here gave a good 
attendance. Much good instruction was given, and a good spirit 
prevailed. I was not able to attend. During the past four weeks 
I have been quite unwell with a bad cold, lung fever and a moun- 
tain fever. I am now, July 17, considerably better. 

I have received several letters from my brother James, and 
sister Harriet, who live at Akron, Erie County, New York, during 
the spring and summer, and written replies. On Sunday, July 
Ist, Brother William Greenwood was chosen and sustained as 
counselor in place of Brother John Bourne who was chosen in 
Brother John Mercer's place as first counselor. 

The situation of the world is very remarkable. Important 
events are transpiring in alllands. The strong nations are actively 
engaged in all manner of mighty preparations for war and all 
strong and weak seem trembling on their thrones. The political 
elements in the United States are very much troubled and what 
will be the end of all these things, none but inspired men can tell. 


Thursday, July 19. Warm day—fine rain in the afternoon. 
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I still continue getting better. July 21. Wrote a letter to my 
brother James. Sunday, July 22. Fine day. I attended meeting 
in the morning, being the first time for several weeks. Elders 
Thomas McKenzie, Hiram Dayton, William Greenwood, Thomas 
Lee and John Bourne spoke. Had a good meeting. July 23. 
Wrote a letter to my sister Harriet. Warm day—rain in the 
afternoon. July 24, Tuesday. A fine day and was celebrated in 
our town with a great deal of spirit. July 25. Quite a heavy 
rain in the evening and during the night. July 26. Fine shower 
in the afternoon. 

Haying, harvesting and various occupations were continued 
during the month of July, 1860. At the presidential election in 
November, Abraham Lincoln, Republican, was the successful 
candidate. The news came by pony express to Salt Lake City in 
five days. The result produced great excitement in the States and 
South Carolina led the way in seceding from the Union, followed 
by several other of the Southern or slave-holding states. On the 
12th of November, I attended a special session of the Legislature 
on the call of the Governor, Alfred Cummings, which continued 
but two days. The object of the called session was to make some 
further provisions relative to the United States Courts in the 
Territory. 

On the 10th of December the regular session of the Legis- 
lature commenced in Salt Lake City and I attended as a member 
of the council. 


The latter part of October and first of November, I accom- 
panied the First Presidency and several others on a journey to 
Manti, Sanpete County and intermediate towns and settlements; 


was absent about ten days, had a very agreeable and instructive 
time. 


The year 1860 was generally expected to be an eventful year, 
by nearly all classes of people, and their fears, apprehensions and 
expectations have in a great measure been realized. In our own 
nation, the elements of destruction, desolation and dissolutions 
have made rapid advances, tornadoes, winds, fires, drouth, and 
immense losses by sea, lakes, rivers, railroads by land and by 
water have been added to the political and civil difficulties of this 
once highly favored and happy land. From present appearances 
this noble structure of government is to be destroyed and the high 
hopes of the benefactors of mankind in republican institutions is 
to be sorely tried, if not destroyed. The descendants of our revo- 
lutionary fathers are many of them proving themselves utterly 
unworthy of so noble ancestry, wholly unfit to be the inheritors 
of such inestimable blessings. The solemn admonitions of the 
Father of his country, the immortal Washington, are sacrilegious- 
ly trampled under foot by the present fanatical, mad, deluded, dev- 
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ilish, puny and wicked pretended statesmen and political leaders. 

But alas! What can be expected of men who have rejected 
the counsel of God, who have slain the prophets of the Most High, 
or given their assent thereto; who are filled with prejudice, and 
every evil thought against His Church and Kingdom on the earth; 
and against the Lord’s servants. Yea, even His anointed; surely 
the judgments of the Almighty will be visited upon them and in 
all human probability they will be broken to pieces and their noble 
fabric of independence will be thrown down, to be revived only 
through the efforts of the Latter-day Saints through divine aid. 

Not only in our own country, but in foreign lands also, are 
all the elements of discord, revolution, strife and war hovering like 
a pall over the nations, even strong nations as well as weak. But 
God is at the helm and His work upon the earth will stand secure 
and His purposes will be fully accomplished. Thus 1860 passes 
away ingloriously for the mere institutions of men and what will 
be the disclosures of 1861. Time will determine. 

January, 1861. The Legislature adjourned on the 18th having 
completed the 40 days of session. During the latter part of the 
session in consequence of the sickness of President D. H. Wells, I 
was elected as president pro tem. 

On Thursday evening, January 24th, at 20 minutes past 11 
o'clock, our fifth daughter and eighth child was born. We called 
her name Olive Russell Harrington. 

February 11, 1861, at a city election held on this day in 
the basement of our new meeting house, I was again reelected 
Mayor of Lake City. 

The first of March was clear and fair weather though some- 
what cool—the latter part of the month was quite stormy, which 
well watered the earth and prepared it for the reception of seed. 
The beginning of April was also stormy. My wife Lois has not 
got well, at this date (April 4) since the birth of her child. Some 
portion of the time she has been very sick. She is now better and 
I hope will soon recover. During this month she almost fully re- 
covered, and in May became as well as usual. 

At the election in August, I was again elected a member of 
the Legislature Council for the Territory of Utah, for two years. 

On the 24th of July there was a very interesting celebration 
at Provo City of the day. The brethren and sisters from all parts 
of the county assembled. George A. Smith was orator of the day. 
Myself and several more of the brethren were also called upon 
to make some remarks. 

We have had a very good and fruitful season, considerable 
amount of fruit has been raised. Potatoes in many parts of the 
Territory were a failure. During the season I have received and 
answered several letters from my friends and relatives. 
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December. On the 7th of this month I started from home in 
order to be in Great Salt Lake City on the 9th preparatory to 
commence the Legislative session. Tarried over night with Porter 
Rockwell and on the 8th arrived in the city, and took boarding with 
my good friend George A. Smith and family, where I had boarded 
two winters in succession previously. 

On Sunday, 22nd, my wife Lois and baby Olive, and daughter 
Sarah, came to the city to attend a Christmas party which was 
held in the Social Hall in this city, and which was very well got 
up indeed. We all enjoyed it well and also to make a visit. On 
Thursday the 26th, we all went home, where I tarried till after 
New Year's. During the time, however, in company with William 
M. Wall, I made a trip up into Provo Valley, and was absent three 
days. I sent a letter to my brother James and also one to Elbridge 
G. Wheeler, of Akron, Erie County, New York. 

January, 1862. On New Year's day at 2 o'clock p. m., George 
A. Smith and James W. Cummings held a public meeting at our 
place, to take into consideration the propriety of a state convention, 
to adopt a Constitution and form a State Government, to elect 
delegates thereto and to memorialize Congress for admission to 
the Union. 

The meeting was unanimous in favor of a convention and 
James W. Cummings, Lorenzo H. Hatch, Albert K. Thurber, Ben- 
jamin F. Johnson, Aaron Johnson, William M. Wall and myself 
were elected delegates to attend said convention to be held in Great 
Salt Lake City, on the 20th inst. 

January 4th, sent a letter to Henry Russell, my wife’s brother, 
residing in California. 

On Sunday, the 22nd., December. I attended meeting at the 
Tabernacle and was called upon to address the congregation, 
which I did for a short time. After which President Brigham 
Young preached a very edifying and cheering discourse. 

Sunday, January 5. I again attended meeting in the Tab- 
ernacle. Brother Lorenzo Snow and President Young and others 
preached very instructive discourses. All things portend the 
onward progress of the Kingdom of God on earth. 


January 6th, 1862. A mass meeting of the citizens of Great 
Salt Lake County was held in the Tabernacle in G. S. L. City. 
I was present. Much spirit and enthusiasm was manifested, 
President B. Young spoke very interestingly. An address and 
resolutions were read and adopted, speaking forth the anxiety of 
the people for a change from a Territorial to a State Government 
and to exercise the privilege of choosing their own rulers. 

Tuesday, January 7th. I attended the Legislative Council. 
Rather stormy though warm. Rainy. January 8th, 9th, 10th and 
11th, attended Legislative Council. Wrote a letter to my sister 
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Harriet, living in Akron, Erie County, New York, she being the 
wife of Stephen G. Hill. Weather still warm. We have had a 
remarkably light winter thus far. The ground has scarcely been 
frozen—not frozen now, and have had but very little snow—none 
at all now in the valley. 

Sunday, 12th. In the evening I attended a meeting in the 
16th ward, G. S. L. City. Bishop Kesler called on me to speak, 
which I did, the Lord helping me. Some snow fell last night, 
which melted off during the day. 

January 17th. Last day of session, weather warm during the 
week. Some snow having fallen began to melt away last night 
and is going off rapidly today. January 18th, Saturday. Snow 
nearly gone. January 19th, Sunday. Attended meeting at the 
Tabernacle; good meeting. Presidents B. Young and Kimball 
spoke in the afternoon. Still warm. January 20th. Convention 
met in the courthouse, a full delegation in attendance. After 
organizing, appointing committees, and several members express- 
ing their views, adjourned till Wednesday, 1 p. m. 

January 22. Convention met, heard reports of committees, 
adopted a Constitution, and Memorial to present to Congress, 
asking for admission into the Union. January 23. Convention 
met and all the delegates, 67 in number, signed the Constitution, 
the convention then dissolved. Weather yet warm. January 24, 
Friday. Returned home, found all well. January 26, Sunday. 
Attended meeting. Spoke to the people morning and evening. 
Weather cold and wintry. January 27th. Birthday, forty-six 
(46) years old. Weather continues cold, though not severely so. 

March 3, Monday. First general election under the new 
Constitution of Deseret. Candidates for Governor, State of Des- 
eret, Brigham Young. For Lieutenant Governor, State of Deseret, 
Heber C. Kimball. For Representative in Congress, John M. Bern- 
hisel. For Senators for Utah County, L. E. Harrington, James 
W. Cummings. Term four years. In drawing lots myself and 
J. W. Cummings both drew short terms or two years. For Rep- 
resentatives for Utah County. Term two years, Albert K. Thur- 
ber, Lorenzo H. Hatch, Aaron Johnson. All elected unanimously. 

The people also voted for or against the Constitution, and so 
far as I am informed, all voted for the Constitution, not only here 
but throughout the Territory. On Tuesday evening, February 
25, we commenced a course of lectures in our meeting house, on 
Scientific Historical and Practical Subjects. I lectured the first 
evening on “The Writing Materials of Different Ages,” which was 
well attended. On Tuesday evening, March 4, John McNeil lec- 
tured on the “History of Scotland.’ On March 11th, William 
Jackson, on the subject of “Home Manufacturers and Domestic 
Economy.” On March 14th, John Duncan on the “Rise and Fall 
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of Nations.” Several other lectures were delivered to good au- 
diences and were continued till Friday evening, April 4th, when 
in consequence of busy times and the shortness of evenings, we 
closed them for the present. The above candidates were all unani- 
mously elected. Stormy, cold, backward spring. 

April 4. Very little plowing done due to bad weather. 
Received a letter from my brother James, also from my brother- 
in-law, Henry Russell a few days ago. War in the States con- 
tinues—late reports confirm the intelligence that the Union troops 
are quite successful having gained important victories at Roanoke 
Island, Fort Henry, Fort Donelson, in Arkansas, at Newbern and 
other places. Truly a noble heritage, from patriotic fathers—tram- 
pled upon by degenerate sons—the omens are evil—what will 
the end be! 


April 4th, (1862). The Legislature of the State of Deseret 
assembled in the State House, G. S. L. City. I attended as a 
senator from Utah and Wasatch Counties, continued in session 
four days. Elected two United States senators, apportioned the 
state into five judicial circuits—appointed the judges, therefore 
passed several acts—adopted several memorials and adjourned 


till weave vie ar eee a ates 


June 5. Water high in the American Fork and all the 
streams in the state. Received a letter from my sister Harriet and 
her daughter Mary Ann, residing in Akron, New York. June 7. 
Rainy night. Rain continues nearly through the day. Water rising 
in the creeks in consequence of the rain and warm weather. June 
12, 13, 14. Rainy days, doing much good to the growing crops. 
June 15, Sunday. A shower of rain. June 17. Sent a letter to 
my sister Harriet. June 20. Theodore and myself commenced 
irrigating wheat. Showers of rain in the afternoon—warm 
weather—water falling in the stream. June 22. A shower of 
rain—weather very warm. June 29. A shower of rain also today. 
There has been also two or three showers during the past week. 


Weather warm. June 30. Thus ends June, 1862. Prospects 
good for Latter-day Saints. 


July 24, 1862. The day celebrated with much spirit and 
good feeling in our little city. Also in G. S. L. City and nearly 
all the cities, towns and settlements in the state. Weather quite 
warm—crops growing fine. Monday, September 1. President 
Brigham and company start from G. S. L. City on a visit to the 
southern settlements. Passed our place making a short halt, 
and went to Pleasant Grove, and held meeting at 4 o'clock. 
Myself and many of our people attended the meeting. President 
Young preached a very instructive and edifying discourse on im- 
provement, personal good conduct and sanctification. He made 
some remarks about the temple and the gratifications of those who 
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would be permitted to enter therein. Elders E. T. Benson, A. H. 
Raleigh and John A. Long, followed on the same subjects and in 
bearing testimony. 

On Saturday and Sunday, the 6th and 7th, President John 
Young, accompanied by President Joseph Young, Phineas, Lo- 
renzo and William D. Young, and Samuel Richards, held a meet- 
ing at Pleasant Grove. Myself and most of the people of our place 
attended. Had a very good meeting—much good instruction given. 
September 22 (1862). During this month thus far, an unusual 
quantity of rain has fallen, to the damage of considerable hay. 

I have kept a record of but very few of the marriages, the cere- 
mony of which I have performed. Suffice it to say that commencing 
as far back as 1840, and as far away as Akron, New York, I have 
married or joined in matrimony, a good many couples, to the pres- 
ent time. On Sunday, the 14th inst., I joined in matrimony............ 
Peterson and 0.7.3... Peterson, (Danish). Wednesday, 24th. 
I married Robert Crompton and Martin Hope. 

September 25th, President Young and company passed 
through our place on return home, all well and feeling well. Sep- 
tember 27th, I joined in marriage, George Palmer and Dinah 
Meme Mee, both English. October 5. Started for conference 
to be held in G. S. L. City. Had an excellent conference and re- 
turned home for Thursday, quite unwell, and continue so still. Oc- 
tober 16th, though rather on the mend. Weather continues fine, 
no storm. October 22. Sent a letter to my brother James. 

The signs of the times indicate important changes in the affairs 
of nations. The once happy and prosperous United States rent 
in twain by treason, secession and rebellion, and war and devasta- 
tion stalks forth at noon-day. What will the future be. 

November 2, Sunday. Twenty-two of the present year’s 
emigration were baptized today in our town, and confirmed in the 
evening. We had a very interesting time; a good spirit prevailed 
and all rejoiced. Brother James C. Snow was with us and spoke 
to the saints’ edification. Others bore testimony. 

November 3. This evening brother George A. Smith, one 
of the Twelve, and Church Historian, preached to us, imparting 
to us much valuable instruction, respecting the proper classifica~ 
tion of labor, the order of the Priesthood and the building up 
of Zion. 

November 5. Went to G. S. L. City on the 6th, had a 
talk with President H. C. Kimball. Also had some conversation 
with President Brigham Young about removing to Cache Valley, 
but without coming to any conclusion respecting the matter. Re- 
turned home Friday, the 7th. 

Saturday, 8th. Attended to considerable business about the 
Tithing Office, and in the town, feeling to rejoice all the day long 
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in the principles of truth, and in the onward progress of the great 
work of the Last Days. God prosper the right. 

Saturday and Sunday, 15th and 16th. Elder Joseph Young, 
President of the whole Quorum of Seventies, and other elders held 
a two day meeting at our place and organized two Quorums of 
Seventies, the members residing in American Fork, Lehi, Alpine 
and Pleasant Grove cities. Much good instruction was given 
and we had a refreshing time. The Lord gave freely of His spirit 
and all were edified. Truly the Lord has respect to His heritages 
and abundantly blesses His people. 


On Thursday, November 27th, received a letter from my 
brother James. December 8, Monday. Legislative assembly of 
Territory of Utah convened in G. S. L. City. I met with the 
council. December 10th. Governor Harding delivered his mes- 
sage to the two houses in joint session. Very little snow on the 
ground this morning the first of any amount this season. During 
the day snow all gone in the valley, and rained a very little. De- 
cember 12 and 13. Cold and snowy. December 15 and 16. 
Weather much milder. Snow disappearing in the valley. Coun- 
cil met as usual both days. 

December 25. Christmas. Went home and with my wife 
attended a very agreeable party in the hall, principally got and 
conducted by the choir. There was much joy and hilarity mani- 
fested throughout the day and evening. December 26. Myself 
and wife again attended at the hall, another very agreeable party. 
December 27. Attended to general affairs about home and the 
Tithing Office. December 28, Sunday. Attended the meeting 
and spoke to the people. Subject, “Foundation and Durability of 
the Church,” and of its adaptation to all the righteous desires of 
the Latter-day Saints, and all others whose sole object is to do 
good and promote human happiness. December 29th. Myself 
and wife attended a select party at Brother John Hindley’s, which 
was very pleasant and agreeable, all present enjoyed it exceedingly. 
December 30. Returned to G. S. L. City. December 31. Last 
day of the year. Enjoyed it well with my friends in the City. 
Saw and heard much that was good, useful and agreeable. Thus 
happily passes away 1862. Good-bye old year. 

January 1, 1863, Thursday, New Year’s day. Attended a 
very agreeable party composed of the families of President Brig- 
ham Young, Heber C. Kimball and Daniel H. Wells, themselves 
at the head. The arrangements, supper, etc., were gotten up by 
Bishop Edward Hunter, his counselors, Leonard W. Hardy, and 
Jesse C. Little, assisted by other Bishops of the city and indeed 
it was a splendid affair, and reflected much credit upon those who 
got it up. The company was to a great extent composed of children 
and they had great enjoyment, which was participated in by all 
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present. New Year's, who does not enjoy it? Happy day, pleas- 
ing associations, glad meeting of happy spirits. 

January 2. Went home to American Fork and found all 
well, excepting the whooping cough among the children. January 
4, Sunday. Attended meeting, had a good time. Also in the 
evening good instruction was given. January 5. Returned to 
G. S. L. City. Roads wet and muddy in consequence of the 
melting snow. The snow having fallen to the depth of one foot 
at American Fork on the first and second days of Jan., and 
on Sunday and Sunday evening considerable of an amount of 
rain fell, which all served to make the roads muddy and splashy. 
January 6. Metin council. Weather cloudy but not much storm. 
Snow nearly all gone in G. S. L. Valley, but there is more in Utah 
Valley. 

Years roll around one following another in rapid succession, 
and it seems as though haste, hurry and bustle were the grand way 
marks of the times in which we live. The once prosperous and 
highly favored United States, torn by intestine commotion and 
civil war is staggering under her burdens. War in all its devas- 
tating and horrible results is sweeping through the land, thousands 
upon thousands killed, wounded and dying, thousands upon thou- 
sands contracting diseases, sickness and death—thousands upon 
thousands of the homes of women and children demolished and 
everything that served to render home delightful and desirable, 
trampled down, burned and destroyed. Alas for war. How terrible 
it is. How awful its results. 


January 12, Monday. Council still in session. Weather 
stormy. January 16. Session of the Legislative assembly ends. 
January 19. Session of the Deseret commences. InG. S. L. City 
I attend as senator for Utah and Wasatch Counties. After or- 
ganization and the usual preliminaries Governor Brigham Young 
delivered his message, which is brief and comprehensive. The as- 
sembly continued in session two days. 


Tuesday evening myself and wives attended a very agreeable 
party in the Social Hall, under the management of the Mayor and 
City Council of G. S. L. City. Presidents Young and Kimball 
and portions of their families were present. Wednesday evening, 
we attended the theatre. Thursday returned home, Jan. 22nd. 
Friday evening, attended a lecture in our meeting house, on the 
“History of Man,” by Brother Wallace. January 25th, Sunday. 
Attended meeting. 


Tuesday evening. We had a social dance in our hall. Bishops 
Evans of Lehi, Walker of Pleasant Grove, McCullough of Alpine 
and their wives and counselors were present. We had a very 
agreeable time. Through the month of February all things went 
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on prospering about as usual. Received a letter from my brother 


James. 

On the 5th day of March, I was appointed administrator of 
the estate of John Mercer, late of our town, and gave bonds in the 
sum of six thousand dollars, with Stephen Chipman and William 
Kelley, both of our town, as sureties, and entered upon the duties 
pertaining to that appointment—there was considerable property 
and in a somewhat scattered condition and required considerable 


attention. 

In April conference commenced on Monday, the 6th, I attend- 
ed. A great many Saints from all parts of the Territory were 
present and much valuable instruction was given. A time of 
rejoicing. 

On Tuesday evening, April 7th, 1863, there was a meeting of 
many of the postmasters and others interested in postal facilities in 
the Territory, held in the Deseret News office at G. S. L. City. 
I was appointed chairman of the meeting. Committees were 
appointed to investigate matters and present recommendations to 
the proper department for a rearrangement of some of the mail 
routes and other needed reforms. 

April 13th, (Monday). Very dry weather—no rain and but 
very little storm of any kind since February came in. April 14th, 
at night quite a refreshing rain, continuing nearly all night. Thurs- 
day 16th, had some more rain accompanied with snow and at 
intervals had snow during Friday, 17th. 

April 20th, 1863, (Monday). Prest. Brigham Young, H. 
C. Kimball and company on their southern visit arrived at our house 
and place about 2 o'clock p.m. Took dinner and at 5 o'clock held 
a meeting which was fully attended. Bishop John Stoker of 
Bountiful opened the meeting by prayer. Elder Lorenzo Snow, 
one of the Twelve, Prest. Kimball, Bishop Stoker, Elder L. O. 
Littlefield and Prest. Young spoke upon a variety of interesting 
subjects, among which prominence was given to improvements 
. in houses, gardens, fruit, fences, economy, proper arrangement 
of labor and of moral and intellectual culture and all that will im- 
prove us as Latter-day Saints and as Prest. Young emphatic- 
ally said: ‘Prepare yourselves, ye Saints to live.” The Presidency 
and several others stayed at our house over night. During the 
evening several of the brethren and sisters came in and a very 
agreeable time was enjoyed by all. 


Tuesday morning about 9 o'clock the company started on 
their way. Myself and several of the brethren accompanied them 
as far as Springville where they held another very interesting 
meeting and then started for Payson where they held another 
meeting and tarried over night. Myself and company returned 
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home, feeling well and considering ourselves well paid for our trip 
to Springville, it being 19 miles distant from our place. 

April 21, Tuesday. Had some rain during the day and con- 
siderable during the night. Wednesday night rained nearly all 
night and quite stormy. Rain and snow Thursday morning con- 
tinuing nearly through the day. April 29th. Sent a letter to my 
sister Harriet; also one to Henry Russell in California. May 3, 
Sunday. Attended meeting and spoke to the people. Weather fine 
and clear. Ground getting dry. May 10. Sunday. Elder Charles 
C. Rich, one of the Twelve, attended meeting with us and preached 
very interestingly upon various subjects. 

May 17, Sunday. My wife Lois gave birth to her fourth 
son and ninth child. He was born at 10 o'clock forenoon. We 
named him Daniel Henry. During the past week I sent a letter 
to my brother Chauncey’s wife, Louise. They reside at Akron, New 
York. May 18. Weather continues dry and very warm. Prospects 
for fruit and crops are very good. June 8th. Received a letter 
from Henry Russell. June 11th. Received a letter from my sister 
Harriet H. Hill. June 15. Weather still continues very dry and 
warm. June 21. Sunday afternoon quite a heavy shower of rain. 

June 27 and 28, Saturday and Sunday. Prest. Brigham 
Young and counselors, and others visited and held a two days 
meeting at Provo. A great many people were in attendance. A 
very good spirit prevailed and much valuable instruction was im- 
parted. I attended and was much entertained and felt much 
instructed. There were present three brethren and sisters from 
G. S. L. City. Every settlement in Utah Co., from Juab, Sanpete, 
Wasatch and other counties, and one universal good feeling 
prevailed. Joy gladdened every heart, intelligence beamed from 
every eye, happiness sat upon every countenance. All the senses 
were exercised in their proper sphere, virtuous feelings were 
invigorated in every bosom. It’s good to be a Latter-day Saint 
was the universal sentiment. 

November 16, 1863. Myself and wife attended a public 
supper by the politeness of Bishop Evans at Lehi, given to Presi- 
dent Brigham Young and company on their way to Sanpete 
County. A meeting was held in the Lehi meeting house in the 
evening. The house was densely crowded. Prest. Young and 
several home missionaries spoke very interestingly to the people, 
who gave good attention. November 18. I started on my way 
to accompany the President on his journey. We had a very 
agreeable trip and returned on Wednesday the 25th, well and 
found all well. 

December 5th and 6th. Elder Stephen Chipman and myself 
made a visit on business to Cedar Fort, twenty miles west. Hada 
very agreeable time and visit with Bishop Weeks and counselors 


38 Urau HisroricAL QUARTERLY 


and others of the brethren. Attended meeting on Sunday when 
Elder Chipman and myself addressed the congregation upon sev- 
eral subjects connected with our religion. Returned home in the 
afternoon and had an interesting meeting in our meeting house in 
the evening—a good attendance and good spirit prevailed. 

December 9. Sent a letter to my brother James. I send and 
receive many letters that I do not mention owing to the fact 
that my journal is not always at hand, and it also would fill con- 
siderable space without a corresponding degree of interest. I also 
attend to many marriages and only occasionally journalize them 
for the same reasons. 


Onithere ce: day of November, at the house of John Hindley, 
I joined in marriage John Monkton and Mary Jane Merrill. I also 
Married pete Hanson: to i620 ee ee ee 
December 6th. I joined in marriage Oliver Smith and Miss Mears, 
at the home of Reuben Roberts. 


From the 1st to the 12th of December, we were engaged in 
digging a well. Found water at 22 feet. December 13. Started 
from home to attend the 13th session of the Legislative assembly. 
December 14. Met with the Legislative Council. December 15. 
Met also in the Council. Sent a letter to my wife's brother, 
Henry Russel in California. Weather good. Wet under foot. 
December 16, Wednesday. Met as usual with the Council. De- 
cember 17. Met in Council. Weather rather cloudy. December 
18. Also met in council. 


December 20, Sunday. Attended meeting in the Tabernacle, 
G. S. L. City forenoon and afternoon. In the evening attended 
meeting at the schoolhouse in the 17th ward. Elder William C. 
Staines and myself preached to a very attentive congregation. 
Bishop Nathan Davis presided. December 21. Attended Council 
as usual. Sent a letter to my wife. December 22. Met with thie 
Council. At 2 o'clock attended the Probate Court in the court- 
house, in G. S. L. City and heard the Hon. Elias Smith, Probate 
Judge, pronounce sentence of death upon Jason R. Luce for murder, 
the execution to take place on the 12th day of January next, by 
shooting. December 23. Met with the Council, and adjourned till 
Monday, January 4th. December 24. Went home—found all well. 


December 25. Christmas. Had a happy and cheerful time. 
Attended with my wife, a social party in the hall and dance under 
the management of our singing choir. Attended with my wife 
another social party in the hall. December 27, Sunday. Attended 
meeting, and Elder I. Taylor spoke to the people. Attended meet- 
ing in the evening and spoke to those assembled. December 28th, 
29th, 30th and 31st passed off pleasantly, associating with our 
friends and thus passes away in an agreeable and pleasant manner, 


JourRNAL oF LEONARD E. HarrincTon 39 


1863. December 31st. Birth of granddaughter. About 20 min- 
utes past 5 o'clock in the morning our first grandchild, a daughter 
of our daughter Sarah, was born. 

January Ist, 1864, Friday. Myself and wife attended a social 
party at Brother William Kelly's. January 3, Sunday. Attended 
meeting and preached to the congregation, on ‘Preservation and 
Exaltation.” Attended meeting in the evening when several of the 
brethren addressed the people upon several subjects, connected 
with our Holy religion. January 4. Started for Salt Lake City 
and had a very cold and stormy day. Stopped over night at Cot- 
tonwood, 6 miles from the city. Came in in the morning and 
attended Council during the week. Wrote and sent several letters. 

January 10, Sunday. Attended meeting in the Tabernacle. 
Elder Sloan preached in the forenoon and Elders G. A. Smith and 
G. B. Wallace in the afternoon. Attended meeting in the 14th 
ward meeting house in the evening when Elder McAllister and 
myself preached upon entertaining strangers and upon the foun- 
dation and durability of the Church. Bishop Hoagland presiding. 

January 11. Sent a letter to my wife—attended the Council 
and much business about the city. Sleighing good and well used. 
The merry jingle of bells is giving quite a lively aspect to the streets 
and joy and animation prevail. Happy indeed that we are consti- 
tuted social creatures, fitted for association, for interchange of 
thought, feelings and affections, without which life would be de- 
prived of its most genial sweets and joys. 

January 12th. Met with the Council. Weather warmer. Jason 
R. Luce according to the sentence of the court, was executed by 
being shot this day. January 13, 14,15 and 16. Attended Council. 
January 17. Wrote a letter to my wife. In the evening attended 
meeting in the 13th ward assembly rooms. Elder Amasa M. 
Lyman preached on the subject of the Gospel, its truth, its adap- 
tation, its object, which was listened to by a large and attentive 
audience, seemingly with much profit. 

January 18. The time having arrived for the meeting of 
the Legislature of the State of Deseret, and having been at our 
August election a member of the Senate, I met with the Senate when 
an adjournment was taken till Saturday, 23rd. Met in Legislative 
Council as usual. Weather mild—freezing nights and thawing 
days. Snow going off slowly. January 19, 20 and 21. Met with 
the Council. January 22. Met in Council. End of the session. 
On Wednesday the 20th my wife and son came to the city. We 
attended the theatre in the evening. January 24. Returned home, 
found all well. 

February 4. Received a letter from my brother James con- 
taining the sad intelligence of the death of my mother. Received 
a letter from my sister Harriet containing the same. The feelings 
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that must arise in the bosom upon witnessing or learning such an 
event cannot be described. All who experience it know for them- 
selves. She was a very kind mother, a very dear friend and her 
children and other relatives, associates and acquaintances, deeply 
mourn her loss. She died of cancer in the womb on Sunday night, 
December 20th, 1863, at .... o'clock, being sixty-nine years, three 
months and 15 days old, being born September 5, 1794. 


February 9, 1864. Wrote a letter to my brother James. 
February 13. Sent a letter to William C. Bryant and Co., 41 
Nassau Street, New York City, containing two dollars, for the 
Weekly Evening Post, to be sent to E. H. Davis, Lehi City, Utah 
Co., Utah Ty. February 20, Saturday.. Sent a letter to my sister, 
Harriet N. Hill, who with her husband, and family have removed 
from Akron, New York, to Jackson, Michigan. March 24. Receiv- 
ed a letter from my brother Chauncey and his wife Louise, from 
Akron. March 30. Sent a letter to Chauncey and wife. 


Attended the April conference a part of the time; it commenced 
on Wednesday the 6th and continued five days. Very much useful 
instruction was imparted. A very good spirit prevailed. The Saints 
are increasing in good works and manifest their zeal in the work 
of the Lord, and for a final triumph. 


April 17, Sunday. Attended meeting as usual. Elder East- 
man spoke upon the duties and various dispositions of men and 
women. In the afternoon I spoke upon various spiritual and tem- 
poral duties and of worshiping our Heavenly Father, with various 
conceptions concerning Him. Some doing homage to His power 
as displayed in the immensity of creation, in the loftiness and mag- 
nificence of the heavens. 


May 22. I married at the house of William Thornton in 
American Fork City, his son Thomas G. Thornton and Jane 
Gibson—he aged 23, she 21 years. On the 25th, commencing in 
the night, we had a very fine rain, wetting the ground thoroughly. 
Rained again on Thursday, 26th. July 8. Had a visit from Prest. 


B. Young and company at dinner on their way to Provo to hold 
a two day meeting. 


Saturday and Sunday, 9th and 10th, nearly our whole ward 
attended the Provo meeting and had an excellent meeting. Sunday 
evening the President and company returned and held a meeting 
at our place. They tarried over night with us and on Monday 
morning, myself and about 30 of the brethren of our city and quite 
a number from Lehi and Pleasant Grove, in all numbering over 
100 men, accompanied the President to G. S. L. City, and remained 
there three days. The movement of the troops stationed near 
the city gave apprehension of some difficulty arising with them, 
but timely precautions prevented it. I returned home Wednesday 
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evening. The season thus far has been rather cool, but is now 
assuming quite a warm aspect. 

July 4th was duly celebrated in our town by speeches and 
other appropriate exercises. I was chosen orator of the day. July 
24th, Sunday. Weather quite warm. July 25th. Celebration of 
the 24th. We had a very good display and the day passed off 
very pleasantly, firing salutes, procession, music, singing, reading, 
declaration of independence, orations, short speeches, toasts, etc., 
were the order of the day. 

On Friday, October 7, 1864, about 3:30 o'clock p. m., my 
son’s wife, Martha, was delivered of a daughter. They called her 
name Lois, after her grandmother. December 11. Started from 
home to attend the session of the Legislative assembly, arrived in 
G. S. L. City same day. December 12. Attended the session. 
Weather warm and stormy. Thus far an open winter. December 
24th. Having attended the sessions of the Council every day of 
its sitting during the session thus far, an adjournment was taken 
till January 3, and I went home to spend the holidays with my 
family and friends at home. The time was very happily and 
pleasantly passed. 

January 2, 1865. Returned to the city accompanied by my 
wife, and on Wednesday evening we attended the theatre when 
“Macbeth” was very successfully played, Mr. Pauncefort repre- 
senting Macbeth. January 6th, Friday. Myself and wife attend- 
ed a Legislative party in the Social Hall, which passed off very well 
indeed. January 10. My wife returned home. 

January 15, Sunday. Forenoon preached in the Tabernacle, 
Subject, ““The Priesthood,’ and answering objections to its proper 
exercise. In the evening attended in the 8th ward. Bishop Sheets 
presiding. Elder Erastus Snow, myself and Jacob Gates spoke 
upon a variety of subjects. 

January 22nd, Sunday. Attended meeting forenoon and 
afternoon at the Tabernacle. In the evening went to meeting in 
the 19th ward, Bishop Raleigh presiding, when I preached upon 
the ‘Inconsistency of the Opposition to the Gospel.” Showing 
that it is not reasons, or argument or testimony that its opposers 
want, but disposition. 

January 23, Monday. Attended the session of the Deseret 
Legislature. Governor Brigham Young presented his message, and 
what business necessary was done, and on Wednesday returned 
home to American Fork. On Monday the 13th of February, at 
our city election, I was again elected Mayor. John Bourne and 
Arza Adams were elected Aldermen, and Stephen Chipman, John 
W. Eldredge and John Hindley, counselors. 

On Friday, February 24th, John Bourne, my first counselor, 
died of consumption. He was a native of Burstem, Staffordshire, 
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England, and was born November 11th, 1821. He was an active, 
intelligent man and a true Latter-day Saint. Many mourn his loss, 
but not as those who have no hope. 

Monday, December 11. I left home to attend the session of 
the Legislative assembly in this G. S. L. City and arrived here 
this evening. Left my family and friends well. The past season 
has been fruitful and peaceful, well supplied with water for ir- 
rigation. At the August election, I was again elected to the 
Legislative Council. ‘The 4th of July and 24th were celebrated 
with appropriate ceremonies in our town. We have had a very 
successful Sunday School during the season and general good time. 

Saturday, December 23. Went-home to attend Christmas. 
Enjoyed a very good time. Returned to the city on Wednesday, 
27th. Went home again on Saturday, 30th, for New Year's and 
again to the city on Wednesday, 3rd of January, 1866, and thus 
have entered on a new year in good health and a full determination 
to do all in my power to fulfill my duties in the Church, of which 
I have the privilege of being a member. 

In the Legislature, I have been appointed a committee on the 
part of the Council, to act with a Committee of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, to revise and compile the Laws of the Territory now 
in force, which keeps us very busy indeed. 

Monday, January 8, 1866, the Legislative assembly in mass 
attended the dedication of the new city hall in Great Salt Lake 
City, which was done in a very agreeable, instructive, and inter- 
esting manner, and at which were President Brigham Young, 
Heber C. Kimball, D. H. Wells, The Twelve, Governor Durkee, 
Secretary Reed, the Mayor, and City Council, and officers and the 
members and officers of the Legislative assembly, and other citizens. 
Dedication prayer by Elder George Q. Cannon. Excellent singing 
by Br. Willis. Attended the regular sittings of the Council, till 
the close of session on the 19th. 

On Sunday, 14th, in the forenoon preached in the Tabernacle 
G. S. L. City. Orson Hyde, Prest. of the Twelve, preached in 
the afternoon. Monday, January 22. Met as senator in the 
Deseret Legislature. Governor Brigham Young delivered his mes- 
sage. He also spoke at some length upon various matters con- 
cerning Government. Lieutenant Governor H. C. Kimball also 
spoke, giving much good instruction. Wednesday, January 24. 
Returned home and found all well. 

Sunday, January 28, 1866. Attended meeting and spoke 
to the Saints, laying before them the duties of Latter-day Saints, 
and especially of elders, those who hold the Priesthood and who 
ought to be patterns of devotedness and good works, by living 
their religion, obeying all the ordinances and observing every law 
of heaven. The young are growing up and will more or less copy 
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after the older people. How important then the example and how 
great will be the condemnation of the fathers in Israel if they by 
their practice and example lead the young astray. The importance 
of a faithful observance of all the requirements of God's law can- 
not be too highly magnified, for through that channel comes the 
gifts, powers, endowments, qualifications and salvation of the 
Gospel. Order and obedience are heaven's law. 

During November and beginning of December I was troubled 
with rheumatism and confined a portion of the time to the house, 
but I got sufficiently well to start for G. S. L. City on Satur- 
day the 8th of December. Stopped over night at Dr. Dunyon’s 
and attended the session on Monday the 10th and continued to 
attend till the adjournment for Christmas, which I went home to 
attend. Had a very pleasant and agreeable time and returned to 
the city on Wednesday. The Council adjourned for New Year, 
when I again went home to enjoy it—which I fully realized. 

1867. Returned to the city on Thursday, accompanied by my 
wife Lois and her brother, Henry Russell, who in November came 
from his home in California to make us a visit for the winter and 
improve his health. We were very glad to see him and he us, not 
having had the privilege for over 18 years. He came through with 
us from Winter Quarters in 1847, and went to California in 1848. 
He has accumulated quite an amount of property in California and 
has from time to time sent us quite a little help in money, and 
brought with him for my wife as presents, a very nice gold watch, 
chain, breast pin, shawl, etc. 

Monday, January 14. Attended Council as usual. My 
wife and her brother started north to visit their relatives in Cen- 
terville, Farmington and Ogden. Monday, January 21. Returned 
to the city and continued their visit, and on Wednesday, all re- 
turned home, and found all well. 

Tuesday, May 7. My wife Lois, and her three youngest 
children, started with her brother, Henry, for California, on a visit 
to her relatives. They went with a mule team and were about 37 
days on the road, including stoppages. They arrived at his home 
in California, safe and well. 

At the city election on the second Monday of February, I was 
again elected Mayor of American Fork City, and at the August 
election I was again elected a Councilor in the Legislative assembly 
of Utah and a Senator in the Legislature of the State of Deseret. 
The term of Councilor 2 years, and of Senator 4 years. 

Friday, August 23. Prest. B. Young, several members 
of the Twelve, and other elders from Salt Lake City, visited 
our place and held a meeting in the afternoon and evening, which 
were well attended and much good instruction given. The Presi- 
dent and others stayed over night at our house. 
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Saturday, 24. Myself and many of the citizens of our ward, 
went to Provo to attend the dedication of the new meeting house 
and a two days meeting, which was a very profitable and agree- 
able time. Returned home Sunday evening, and at candle lighting 
had a meeting in our meeting house. Elders Orson Hyde, Joseph 
Young, and H. W. Naisbitt preached. A large congregation 
assembled. 

Sunday, September 1. Frequent showers of rain of late. I 
spoke to the people forenoon and afternoon, on many points of 
doctrine and practice, endeavoring to correct some for their wrong 
doing, and encourage all to faithfully carry out every principle and 
observe every requirement of the Gospel, that they may receive 
every blessing and exaltation promised the faithful. Good attend- 
ance and a good spirit prevailed. Our choir and brass band were 
invited to and attended the meetings at Provo, and their good 
singing and playing was marked and excellent. They performed 
some excellent pieces for us and the choir by their excellent singing 
gave a very good influence to our meetings. They labor diligently 
and are entitled to much credit, which they receive. 

Thursday, September 5. Commenced hauling and stacking 
wheat. Friday. Finished hauling wheat, and stacked several loads 
of tithing hay. Sunday, September 8. Elder Abram Hatch just 
returned from a mission to England, preached to us forenoon and 
afternoon gave an interesting account of his travels, etc., in Eng- 
land, France, Switzerland and other portions of Europe. Sunday, 
September 15. I attended meeting at Alpine City, and spoke to 
the people on a variety of subjects connected with the plan of 
salvation, 

Saturday, October 26. Theodore and Lenny start for Cali- 
fornia, about 11 o'clock, a.m. Melissa Mott started with them for 
Carson Valley. I attended the October conference in the new 
Tabernacle, G. S. L. City. A large and commodious build- 
ing. Large numbers in attendance. Had an excellent con- 
ference. Sunday, November 3. Elder G. A. Smith, one of the 
Twelve, preached in our meeting house in the forenoon. December 
25. Christmas passed off very lively. Much amusement and 
pleasure was participated in by the people generally and particu- 
larly by the young folks and children. 


January 1, 1868. New Year's. General good feeling pre- 
vailed. Nice party in the evening. January 13, Monday. I 
attended the session of the Legislative assembly which met upon 
this day, under very agreeable circumstances. Sunday, January 
19. Attended meeting in the Tabernacle. Bishop D. Evans 
preached in the forenoon. Elder Orson Hyde and myself in the 
afternoon. In the evening preached in the 16th ward school house. 
Sunday, January 26. Elder J. C. Wright and myself preached 
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in the new meeting house in Mill Creek ward. Returned to the 
city Monday morning. 

On Friday, February 7th. Presidents Young and Kimball 
and many others, went to Provo to hold a two days meeting. I 
accompanied them. They called at our house for dinner. A very 
good meeting in Provo. Monday, 10th. They returned to our 
place to tarry over night. A good meeting in the evening, at which 
Joseph A. Young, Brigham Young, Jr., John W. Young, Prests. 
Kimball and Young preached. Tuesday, 11th. Returned 
to the city. Saturday, 15th. I attended the entertainment house, 
and associated with my friends and witnessed the marriage of 
several of my young acquaintances. Sent a letter to my brother 
James and one to my sister Harriet. Sunday, 16th. Attended 
meeting in the Tabernacle and heard Elder Woodruff and 
Prest. B. Young preach. Friday, 2].—Last--day of the 
Legislative assembly. Much business done. General good feeling. 
Prest. B. Young and Wells in attendance during the evening 
session—continued to a late hour. Many friends in attend- 
ance. Monday, 24th. Returned home, found all well. 26th. 
Prest. Young and company stopped over night with us on their 
way to Provo, and during March, April and May, Prest. Young 
and Kimball and some of the Twelve, Bishops Smoot and Sheets, 
and others on their visits to and from Provo, stopped with us often 
and frequently tarried over night. 

Sunday, June 7. Several of the brethren from Pleasant 
Grove visited us and preached to us during the day. Much rain 
during the spring. Now weather warm and pleasant. The grass- 
hoppers are doing considerable damage to our crops—prospects 
poor for raising much crops, yet our hopes are large and our reliance 
on the Lord who ever provideth for His Saints. Our hopes in our 
Heavenly Father’s kindness were not disappointed and with pru- 
dence and economy, we get along first rate. 

October 5. Started for conference, which was held in the 
new Tabernacle. Many in attendance. George A. Smith was 
chosen first counselor to Prest. Young in place of Prest. 
H. C. Kimball, who died the 22nd day of June, previous. 

January 11, 1869. Monday, assembled in the Legislative 
council, it being the day for meeting of the Legislature. Glad to 
meet friends from a distance and old veterans in the Church. Took 
boarding with Father Herman Hyde. Sunday 17. Attending 
meeting in the Tabernacle. Elder J. C. Wright and myself spoke 
to the people in the forenoon and Elder Lorenzo Snow in the 
afternoon. In the evening I spoke to the congregation in the 13th 
ward meeting house. Sunday evening, 24. Elder L. Snow and 
myself spoke in the 14th ward meeting house. 

Friday, February 5. Prest. Young and several others 
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went to Provo. They took dinner at our house, though I did not 
go home being detained by business. Thus far we have had a 
very mild winter and the weather is now very spring-like. 

In the beginning of last October, there was a cooperative store 
established in our place, to be managed by a president and five 
directors. I was chosen president. It has continued to do good 
business and the prospects are favorable for the future. 

The Great Pacific Railroad is now near at hand and its effects 
are being very apparent in the supplying of goods and in the num~ 
ber of travelers, visitors, business men, etc., that come among us. 
The means of travel hitherto especially in winter has been difficult, 
but now things are materially changed for the better. May the 
change be for the benefit of all the good. 

Summer and fall passed off as usual. I attended the October 
conference. At the city election in February, I was again elected 
Mayor, and at the August election, again elected to the Legislative 
council, and attended the session. All things moved on well in 
1870. Congress having made the meetings of the Territorial 
Legislatures biennial instead of annual whch had been the practice 
hitherto. There was no meeting of that body in 1871. I was sick 
with rheumatism the beginning of the winter, but at the suggestion 
of Prest. Young, started January 5th, 1871, for Washington 
City, D. C., to consult with and assist Captain Hooper, our dele- 
gate in Congress. R. L. Campbell of Salt Lake City traveled with 
me as far as Chicago, where he pursued his journey to Canada, 
and I to Washington, arriving there in 5 days from S. L. City. 

Found my friend Hooper well and sprightly. Had a very 
agreeable time with him. Visited the two houses of Congress, 
Supreme Court room, different parts of the Capitol departments, 
agricultural buildings and gardens, Smithsonian Institute, in short 
saw the curiosities and objects of interest in and around the city, 
navy yard, monuments. etc. I also visited Mt. Vernon, the home- 
stead of the great Washington. The ride down the Potomac and 
the objects of interest on the way as well as Mt. Vernon, made 
the trip very enjoyable indeed. Everything about the place im- 
parted a feeling of veneration and awe, and one feeling seemed 
uppermost in every mind and many visitors were there, that here 
lived and died General George Washington, the Father of his 
Country, the purest and best of men. 

As March Ist. I left Washington and took the opportunity to 
visit my relatives in western New York, Michigan, and Iowa, find- 
ing them all well and extremely glad to see me, as I was them. I 
visited with them near 4 weeks and arrived safely home at Ameri- 
can Fork, April 1st. Found the people generally well and pleased 
with my return, and I was pleased to get home. 


June 19. I started for Ogden to meet my wife and children 
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on their return from California. They arrived in Ogden the 
morning of the 21st, viz., my wife and children, Jane, Olive and 
Daniel Henry, and of course I was very glad to see them, they 
having been gone 4 years. We all arrived home that night, thankful 
to our Heavenly Father for His goodness, preserving care and 
tender mercies. 

On the 24th of July, there was a county celebration at Provo 
City, the county seat of Utah Co., at which was a general 
attendance from all parts of the county, and many from other 
parts of the Territory. The meeting was held in the new factory 
building, which was densely crowded. George Halliday was orator 
of the day. Erastus Snow of the Twelve, Bishop Smoot and 
myself were also speakers on the occasion. 

At the August election I was again elected to the Legislative 
Council. I was also elected to the Senate of the State Legislature 
(not yet admitted) and to the convention, to form a Constitution 
for the new state about the Ist of February, 1872. 

I was taken sick with lung fever and was confined in the city 
till April 10, when I returned home. After I was taken sick my 
wife went to the city to take care of me and through exposure and 
labor she was also taken sick and continued so for about 3 weeks. 

During this summer and fall, railroad building made things 
quite active in our town. The Utah Southern located their line 
through the center, and American Fork (narrow gauge) run theirs 
also through town. The Utah Southern only laid their track to 
Lehi (3 miles distant). They, however, graded to this place, the 
A. F. R. R. ran theirs to this place and then laid their rails on the 
U. S. grade to Lehi. So we had the cry of the whistle and the 
puffing of the locomotive in our streets and railroad connection 
with Salt Lake City and the world. 

Since I visited my relatives in the East in 1871, several of 
them have died and J am very pleased that I had the opportunity 
of seeing them while yet alive. My only (living) sister’s husband, 
Stephen G. Hill, died at his home near Jackson, Michigan, on the 
16th of September, 1871, and my sister died at the same place 3 
months after, on the 17th of December. My Aunt Fryphena 
(father’s sister) died in Denitt, lowa, the same year. Also my 
cousin Barnabas Evans at the same place. He was a few months 
younger than myself. Not having seen any of my relatives for 26 
years, my visit with them was very cordial and gratifying and | 
look back to it with pleasure. The scenes of childhood, of youth 
and riper years were talked over with a relish and satisfaction, 
which imparted the greatest joy. 

During the fall and winter I have been out of health with 
disease of the liver, and stomach and at times have had great dis- 
tress, but am now, March 4, 1873, much improved and hope to 
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continue improving till I arrive at good health, for health is a great 
blessing indeed. 

Prest. Grant is inaugurated today for his second term as 
President of the United States. It is a very pleasant day here and 
is probably so in Washington, they having a big display. Wed- 
nesday, March 5. Pleasant day. Snow giving way before the 
sun. Also on the 6th and 7th, the weather continues fine. Sunday, 
March 9th. Weather still pleasant. I attended meeting and spoke 
to the congregation. Had good liberty, the people gave good 
attention and appeared edified. I had not been able to attend 
before for several weeks. 

March 11, Tuesday evening. A meeting of stockholders 
of the American Fork Cooperative Institution was held in the 
meeting house, and agreed to take $600 (6 shares) in the Tim- 
panogos (Provo) Woolen Factory. 


December 1st, 1873. The prosecution of the U. S. R. R. con- 
tinued this season and was completed to Provo, 14 miles south of 
American Fork. A depot was established here. Trains run daily 
each way, which with construction and gravel trains keep matters 
lively with us. In November a R. R. celebration was held in Provo, 
at which Prests. Young and Smith and Wells and many 
others from S. L. City and all the settlements in the county 
were present. Myself and our daughter Jane attended. It was a 
very enjoyable affair. Many speeches and toasts, etc., were given. 
I gave a toast thus, ‘As the chain of friendship is kept bright by 
the mutual interchange of kindly offices—so may the iron bands 
that connect S. L. City with Provo and intermediate towns, 
be kept bright by reciprocity of trade, travel and kindly inter- 
course.’ Thus the world moves, railroads, telegraphs, balloons, 
etc., mark the world’s progress. 


December 21st. Sunday, as usual I attended meeting. Sunday 
School and evening meeting. Elders William J. Strong and 
William Greenwood preached in the morning. December 25. 
Christmas passed off quietly, the usual services and amusements 
were participated in by our citizens. Sunday, December 28. 
Attended meeting and Sunday School. 


At the August election 1873, I was again elected a councilor 
for the Legislative assembly and attended the session in S. L. 
City, 1874. I was elected Mayor of American Fork City in Feb- 
ruary, 1873, and again in February, 1875. I was also at the 
August election of 1875 elected to the Legislative Council, and 
attended the session in S. L. City in January and February, 
1876. I attended conference at each of the semi-annual confer- 
ences in S. L. City during those years. At the October 
conference, 1876, the conference was adjourned to St. George 
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(when the temple would be dedicated) April 6th, 1877, which will 
be 47 years from the time of the organization of the Church. 

During the summer of 1875 quite a spirit of reformation was 
manifested among the people and the Presidency of the Church 
counseled all Saints to renew their covenants and be rebaptized, 
which I and several members of my family observed as well as 
many of the Saints. It was also counseled to unite our interests 
and labors more closely by joining in the United Order, which 
was in a measure observed. We formed an organization in our 
place and Alpine City. I was chosen President, Bishop T. J. 
McCullough of Alpine City, Vice-President, a board of directors, 
Secretary and Treasurer were also chosen. The people, however, 
did not generally encourage the arrangement and but little has 
been done up to this time. 

October 20, 1876. At a county convention held September 
30th, in Provo for Utah Co., I was elected a delegate to a Ter- 
ritorial convention to be held at S. L. City, October 7, to nomi- 
nate a delegate to Congress. Hon. George Q. Cannon, our 
present delegate was the unanimous choice of the delegates assem- 
bled, and was duly nominated. I attended the convention. It has 
been raining more or less for several days, but now appears to be 
clearing up. 

October 20th. Last evening (Thursday), we commenced our 
regular weekly prayer meetings in our meeting house. A goodly 
number attended and had a very good meeting. Prayer, singing 
and testimony were participated in by several of our brethren and 
sisters. All present appeared to enjoy the meeting much. 

Sunday, October 22nd. Attended meetings, also in the eve- 
ning and spoke to the people on present duties and past experience. 
This was the first of our evening general meetings for this fall. 
Rainy weather for several days past—fine today. 

Thursday, October 26. Many attended our evening prayer 
meeting. We had a good meeting. Several prayed and quite a 
number bore testimony. Fine weather though indications of storm. 
Friday, October 27. Heavy and threatening storm in the morn- 
ing but cleared off fine in the afternoon. Attended to affairs about 
home, tithing office, etc., as usual. Keep very busy. Sunday, 
October 29. President A. O. Smoot preached in our meeting 
house morning and evening. Subject, building temples, home in- 
dustry, avoiding title difficulties, settling them amicably. Thursday, 
November 2, 1876. Held our Thursday fast meeting and prayer 
meeting in the evening. 

Sunday, November 5. Bishop Myron Tanner and Elders 
W.N. Dusenbury and John E. Booth held meeting with us. Meet- 
ing also in the evening. On Monday, October 30th, Prest. 
Young and others started from S. L. City for St. George. 
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November 6th, Monday. Joined Joseph Ralph and Ann Cable in 
marriage. I have performed the marriage ceremony frequently 
for several years past which have not been written down. Weather 
fine, frosty nights and clear days. 

November 7. Election for President of U. S. today, and 
in many of the States, for members of Congress. We vote in 
Utah for delegate in Congress. Our people vote unanimously for 
George Q. Cannon. November 8. Reports this morning of 
Tilden’s election as the next President of the U. S. Weather 
continues fine and warm. George Q. Cannon elected as delegate 
to Congress. Attending to business about home, tithing office, 
yards, etc. 

November 9. Thursday evening prayer meeting well at- 
tended. November 12, Sunday, Elders David Evans, Jr., Samuel 
Thurman and Bishop David Evans, all of Lehi, preached in our 
meeting house in the evening. Elders James W. Preston and 
Charles Miller. November 13. Weather fine. Laboring about 
tithing yards and receiving tithing. November 18. Myself and 
wife and our daughter Jane and Clara Wrigley, went to Fairfield 
to attend a two days meeting. Elders David Evans, Jr., Samuel 
Thurman preached in the afternoon. Bishop Evans and myself 
in the evening. Stayed over night at Bro. John Carson's. 

November 19, Sunday. Went to Cedar Fort. Bishop Evans 
and myself preached in the morning. Myself and folks returned 
home in the afternoon. Attended meeting and preached in the 
evening on Indian Traits, etc. November 20. Assisted in en- 
larging the survey of our burying ground. November 21. 
Labored about home and on tithing barn. November 22. Windy 
and cold yesterday. Fine today. Labored on barn. November 
26, Sunday. George Terass, Superintendent of Sunday Schools, 
and Counselors Evans and Willis, attended our meeting and 
Sunday School, and preached to the parents and instructed the 
children. Elders David John, Parley P. Pratt preached in the 


evening. Had avery good meeting. 


Thursday evening, November 30. Elder John Taylor of 
the Twelve, preached in our meeting house. Subject building of 
and preparing for temples. December 3, Sunday. Myself and 
wife and others went to Provo, to attend meetings. Elders John 


Taylor, John H. Smith, George Goddard and others preached to 
large congregations. 


Monday. Attended the Brigham Young Academy in Provo, 
under the management of Professor Karl Maeser and, Hardy. 
Found the different departments under very able instructors and 
all advancing. Returned home in the afternoon and attended meet- 


ing of the teachers in the evening. Spoke upon the duties of that 
office and urged them to renewed action. 
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On Thursday, December 7, attended fast meeting and 
prayer meeting in the evening. Sunday, December 10. Attended 
meeting and preached to the people. Sunday evening, Elders 
Featherstone, James Hunter, .......000002....... Me liniiatt eer eae 
Henroid preached. Sunday, December 17. Elder John Wood- 
house preached. December 21. Went to S. L. City on the 
cars in the afternoon. Willard W. Harrington, my brother’s son 
living in Akron, New York, arrived at our house, well and hearty, 
much to my joy and satisfaction. He brought a good report of 
our relatives and friends in the east. 

December 22. Quite a snow storm through the night and 
during the day. The first of the season of much amount. Re- 
turned home in the evening. Snow fell through the night, con- 
tinued to snow Saturday, 23rd, and night. Mrs. Sarah Campbell 
died Friday morning, funeral Sunday, 24th, in the meeting house. 
I preached the discourse. Stormy day and night. Sleighing getting 
good. Monday, 25th. Christmas. Snow 18 inches deep. Sleigh 
bells jingling on the streets, much enjoyment during the day. 

Monday, January 1, 1877. New Year’s. Fine day, good 
sleighing. All passed off well. Sunday, January 7, 1877. At- 
tended ward, quorum and evening meetings. Fast meeting on 
Thursday, (4th), Bishop R. T. Burton and Counselor, E. Morris 
preached to us. Prayer meeting in the evening well attended. 

Sunday, January 14, 1877. Elder John McNiell and myself 
and our wives attended meeting at Alpine. Elder McNiell and 
myself preached. Had a good meeting. Thursday, February 1. 
Fast meeting and evening meeting, as usual. Monday, February 
12. City election. I was again elected Mayor. Sunday, Feb- 
ruary 18. Prest. A. O. Smoot preached to us. Meeting in 
the evening. Thursday, February 15. My nephew, W. W. 
Harrington left us and continued his journey to California. 

Wednesday, 21, went to Provo to attend District Court. 
Friday, 23rd, visited B. Y. Academy. It is in very successful op- 
eration. Returned home Friday afternoon. Saturday. Attended 
to affairs about home. Sunday, 25. Attended meetings and 
Sunday School. 

Thursday, March 1. Fast meeting, prayer meeting in the 
evening. I attended both. Sunday, 4th. Meetings as usual. High 
Priests meeting. Saturday, 3rd. Went to S. L. City to confer 
with directors of American Fork Railroad, on the subject of renew- 
ing the wagon road up American Fork Canyon, which had been 
Darth ype eos in constructing the railroad. 

Tuesday, 6th. Went to Provo on the same and other business. 
March 7. Attending affairs about home. Stormy day. March 
11. Sunday. Went to Pleasant Grove to attend meeting and 
Sunday School. March 13. Commenced sowing wheat. Nice 
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weather. Ground in excellent condition. March 15. Went to 
Provo to attend to various items of business about City ordinances 
and canyon roads, etc. Several of the Twelve, Bishops and others 
were on the train going to St. George to attend the first conference. 

March 16. Finished sowing wheat, sowed oats, etc. March 
18. Sunday. Attended meeting, morning and evening. March 
21st. Wednesday. Finished sowing oats. April 1. Sunday. 
Attended meeting, in the morning Sunday School, in the afternoon 
and meeting in the evening. Elder Joseph Young, President of 
the Seventies, was at our meetings and preached. April 6. 
Conference is being held in the Temple at St. George. 

On Tuesday, January 23, 1877. Nancy Mercer, wife of 
my early counselor, John Mercer, died of inflamation of the bowels. 
On the 25th, she was buried. I spoke to the family and congrega- 
tion. She had many friends and was much respected in the com- 
munity. April 1st, Sunday. Editha M. Anderson died. Her 
funeral on Monday was well attended. Others and myself spoke 
to the people. 

April, 1877. I went in company with Bishop Bringhurst of 
Springville to Thistle Valley to consult with the brethren there 
about vacating their claims in behalf of the Indians. They being 
anxious to possess the valley for a permanent home and Prest. 
Young desired to give them an opportunity to improve their con- 
dition. His proposal was to pay the settlers a fair amount for 
their improvements. Some of them were willing to do so, others 
objected for various reasons but probably all will agree. 


June. Attended board meeting of Trustees of Brigham Young 
Academy in Provo, being one of the trustees. Saturday, August 
4th. Attended trustees meeting in Provo. At the Academy election 
on the 6th I was again elected Councilor for the Legislative assem- 
bly for the Territory of Utah. Weather fine, no rains. Sunday, 
August 5. Prest. A. O. Smoot and Counselor David John 
attended Sunday School and meeting with us. Sunday, August 
12th, Professor K. G. Maeser and M. J. Hardy spoke on the 
interests and benefits of the B. Y. Academy. Prest. Joseph 
Young preached in the evening. Reorganization of the stakes and 
wards of the Church being the order of the day. In May our 
reorganization took place under the direction of Elder Erastus 
Snow, one of the Twelve, and A. O. Smoot, president of the stake. 
I was continued as Bishop. William Greenwood and John Hindley 
counselors. William Grant was chosen president of the Elders 
quorum, with Alma Vance and Isaac Wagstaff, counselors. John 
McNiel was continued president of the Teachers quorum, and 
Thomas Shelley and John Herbert, counselors. 


Wednesday, 15. My wife and 4 children started for Mill 
Creek in S. L. Valley on a visit to our relatives. Our daugh- 
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ter Jane kept the house in their absence. Sunday, 19. Folks 
returned home. I attended Sunday School and meeting as usual. 
Weather dry and warm. 


Friday, 24. President B. Young very ill. He appeared 
to mend but it was only in appearance as he continued to fail and 
at 4 o'clock on Wednesday, 29th, peacefully breathed his last. He 
was attacked with cholera morbus, which caused inflamation of 
the bowels. He died as he had lived, a servant of God and a 
friend of man. He devotedly loved the Saints and was much 
beloved in return. A faithful leader of the Church since the death 
of Joseph the Prophet in 1844, as his history has been and will be 
written I will not pursue the theme. 

Saturday, September Ist. I went to S. L. City, saw his 
remains in the afternoon, and on Sunday attended his funeral 
held in the new Tabernacle, which was filled to its utmost capacity 
and thousands could not get in for lack of room. It was I think, 
the largest funeral in this generation and perhaps in all time. I 
was in the procession that followed to his grave and saw the coffin 
deposited in the vault, prepared for its reception. 

Monday, September 3. Myself and wife and many others 
returned from S. L. City, our daughter Sarah was with us. 
On Saturday, Ist, we had a very little rain, the first for several 
weeks. Tuesday, September 4. Very fine morning, attending 
to receiving tithing, hay, grain, etc. September 5. Went to 
Provo on business of the estates of E. M. Anderson and Nancy 
Mercer. October 6. General conference in S. L. City. 


January, 1879. Attended session of Legislative assembly in 
City Hall, S. L. City continued 40 days. Rented 2 rooms of 
Sister Elizabeth Hyde. My wife went with me to the City and 
stayed during the session. Returned home, all well. During the 
season attended to general duties as Bishop, Mayor of the City, 
School Trustee, Trustee of B. Y. Academy, President of the Co- 
operative Institution, Director in County Cooperative Herd or 
Stock Association, farming and other duties. 


On February 9th, 1879, was again elected Mayor of American 
Fork City. New City Council met and organized Tuesday eve- 
ning, February 18th, and transacted some other business. Sunday, 
16th. Went to Provo and attended meeting and preached to the 
people in the meeting house. Returned home in the afternoon. 
In the evening Mr. Cushman lectured on the necessity and dignity 
of labor, to a crowded congregation in the meeting house. 

Wednesday, 19. In company with the board of directors 
of the Co-op, looked out a place for a reservoir for water to increase 
our mill facilities. Settled tithing account. Weather for past 2 
or 3 days, very warm and spring-like. Some have begun their 
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plowing. Thursday, 20th. Fast Day. Attended meeting morning 
and evening. 

Friday, November ...._- 1878. Our daughter Jane was married 
to J. M. Tanner, son of Bishop Myron Tanner of Provo. They 
were sealed in the Endowment House, S. L. City, by a grand 
reception. In the evening they held at our house which was nu- 
merously attended and had a ball in the evening in the meeting 
house. 

February 20, 1879. Jane and her husband are now living 
in Provo, he being one of the teachers in the Brigham Young 
Academy. Sunday, February 23, 1879. Charles J. Evans, home 
missionary preached in meeting house forenoon and in the evening 
lectured on infidelity, showing its inconsistencies and illustrating 
the reasons that believers in revelation have for their faith. 

Saturday and Sunday, March 1 and 2, attended quarterly 
stake conference at Provo. Elder A. Carrington of the Twelve and 
Elder Joseph E. Taylor of S. L. City, and other Elders preach- 
ed, much good instruction was given and it was a profitable time 
and meeting. I returned home Sunday afternoon and attended 
meeting in the evening. Elders Daniel Graves of Provo, Wilcox 
and Glimes of Cedar Fort, preached, good attendance. My wife 
went on the cars to S. L. City this morning on a visit. 

March 3. Attended business about home and visited the 
sick. March 9, Sunday. Spoke in the evening on the “Origin, 
Career and Destiny of Man.” Good attendance. Saturday eve- 
ning, 8th. Attended City Council, much business pertaining to the 
city and individuals was done. Thursday, 6. Attended Fast 
meeting and prayer meeting in evening. Monday evening, 10. 
Attended Priesthood meeting. Saturday, 15th. Attended direc- 
tors meeting of Co-op Store. Sunday, 16. Attended meeting 
Sunday morning and evening. Saturday, 22. Attended City 
Council in evening. Sunday, 23. Attended meeting and Sunday 
School. Meeting in evening. Saturday, 29. Attended Priest- 
hood meeting in Provo. Sunday, 30. Attended meeting in Provo. 
Elder J. F. Smith and Prest. John Taylor preached. 

April 6. Attended conference in S. L. City also on 
Monday and Tuesday. Many thousands assembled, returned home 
Tuesday evening. Thursday, April 3. Attended Fast meeting 
ati Rng in os evening. Thursday, April 10. Attended 

r meeting in the evening. i 
per ses se ning. Saturday, 12. Attended City 
ieee MEd ay hy ot ades meeting, myself and Elders Green- 
perdiend | n spoke concerning conference. Went to Sunday 

Chool. “At evening Elders Barret (American Fork), Tanner 
( Provo) and Smith (Payson), preached, big turn out, Several 
nice rains in the past and present week, which wet the earth nicely 
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and gave an impulse to the crops, as the weather had previously 
been very dry. 

Saturday even., April 19. Attended board meeting at 
Cooperative Store. Sunday, April 20. Attended meeting morn- 
ing and evening. Monday, April 21. Rain and snow most of 
last night and continued through the day. Saturday, 26. At- 
tended Priesthood in Provo, City Council in the evening. Sunday, 
27. Attended meeting, Sunday School, meeting in the evening. 
Thursday, May Ist. Attended Fast meeting. Saturday evening, 
May 3. Attended board meeting at Cooperative Store. 

Tuesday, May 6. Attended a big demonstration in S. 
L. City in honor of the release of Counselor D. H. Wells from 
the penitentiary, where he had been confined two days and fined 
$100 for alleged contempt of court in not answering questions 
about portions of the dress worn in the Endowment House. The 
people generally felt very indignant at the proceedings of Judge 
Emerson and Attorney Van Zile in the matter. It was evidently 
a very prejudiced and partial ruling on the part of the Judge and 
the questions very irrelevant and improper on the part of the attor- 
ney. We went to the city on Monday and returned Wednesday. 

Friday, 9. Commenced hauling clay and sand to repair 
and plaster our house on the outside. Saturday, 10. Went on 
the cars to Draper, 14 miles to meet Elder W. B. Smith our return- 
ing missionary from a mission to England, having been gone from 
home two years. Found him well. Sunday, 11. Elder W. B. 
Smith preached about his mission. Sunday, 18. Bishop Johnson 
and Elder Keeler of Provo preached on Sacred Concept, in honor 
of the return of Elder Smith, who has for several years been leader 
of our choir, in the evening. Excellent performance, house crowd- 
ed. All enjoyed the songs, etc., much. 

Monday evening. 19. Myself and wife attended a surprise 
party at the Brigham Young Academy hall in Provo in honor of 
Elder N. H. Cluff and wife, he being counselor to Prest. A. 
O. Smoot, of this stake of Zion. It was a very enjoyable occasion, 
many were present. 

Saturday evening, 17. Attended City Council on water 
matters mostly. Also about City Hall. Friday morning, May 16. 
Our daughter Sarah, wife of Edward Robinson, was delivered of 
a daughter, her fifth child and third daughter. 

Saturday, 31st and June Ist. Attended quarterly stake con- 
ference. The grasshoppers having eaten off my wheat, we planted 
potatoes and corn the first week in June. Water is quite scarce 
this season, which together with the grasshoppers makes the pros- 
pect very poor for grain and hay. 

Sunday, 15. Elders George Goddard, Charles Savage, 
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William Evans and William Willis attended meeting with us, 
in the interest of an old folks excursion to our place on Tuesday 
the 24th. 

During May and June, we are making quite an improvement 
on our house, outside and inside. Tuesday, 24. A big day, the 
old folks excursion to our place was a decided success. Many from 
S. L. City and also from the south gathered at the Grove and 
much enjoyment was the result. It was in honor of Presiding 
Bishop Edward Hunter’s birthday, he being 86 years old on the 
22nd of June, 1879. Prest. D. H. Wells, Prest. Smoot, Sister 
E. R. Snow were present. 

luly 2a Attended meeting of board of trustees of B. Y. 
Academy at Provo. July 12, 13. Attended a two days meeting at 
Payson. Prest. Smoot and many others were present. Returned 
home Sunday afternoon and spoke to the people in the evening 
on the subject of Zion, its location, condition and qualifications of 
people of Zion and the provisions thereof, and her priests to be 
clothed with salvation. 

Tuesday, July 15. Attended high council trial at Provo, 
about water rights, between American Fork and Pleasant Grove. 
Wednesday, 16. Attended postoffice, tithing office, etc., about 
home. Thursday, 17. Friday and Saturday, the same. Weather 
very dry and warm, much loss to grass and crops in consequence. 

Sunday, 20. Went to Alpine and attended meeting fore- 
noon and afternoon. Prest. Smoot and Counselor David John 
were the principal speakers. They came to our place and held 
meeting in the evening, both preached. Monday, 21. Went to 
Provo and attended board meeting of the Utah Co. Co-op. Stock 
Association. 

Tuesday and Wednesday. Attended postoffice, tithing office, 
etc. Thursday, 24. Anniversary day, honored with spirit at 
our place. Friday and Saturday. As usual attended affairs about 
home. Sunday, 27. Professor Maeser of the B. Y. Academy 
preached at our place, morning and evening. Monday, 28. 
Attended postoffice and tithing office and affairs about home. In 
the evening attended a water meeting, water still very scarce. No 
rain, very dry and dusty. 


Tuesday, 29. About home, attended postoffice and tithing 
office, etc., weather warm. Wednesday and Thursday. Attended 
the same. Friday, August 1st. Went to Provo, and attended 
the organization of the silk association for this stake of Zion, Sister 
M. T. Smoot was chosen president, and Sister M. John, and Sister 
A. Dusenberry, counselors. I assisted Prest. Smoot and others 
in setting apart all the officers for the stake. A very good meeting. 

Saturday, August 2, My wife and self went in afternoon 
to Salt Lake City in order to attend the funeral of Elder Joseph 
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Standing on Sunday. A large congregation assembled in the new 
Tabernacle. Elder George Q. Cannon and Prest. John Taylor 
preached. Elder Standing was killed by a mob in the state of 
Georgia because he was an Elder of the Church of J. C. of 
L. D. Saints and was bearing a faithful testimony to the 
truth of the same. He was buried with many honors and an im- 
mense procession followed his remains to the cemetery in Salt 
Lake City. 

Sunday, p.m. Another meeting in the Tabernacle. I was 
called on to make the opening prayer. Elders C. W. Wheelock 
and T. B. Lewis preached with earnestness. Monday. I returned 
home. Mrs. Harrington returned on Tuesday. We had a fine 
rain on Saturday afternoon, August 2. Monday, August 4. 
At our election I was again chosen as Councilor in the Legislature, 
for Utah and Wasatch Counties. Prest. A. O. Smoot was chosen 
as the other, being entitled to two. 

Thursday, 7. Attended Fast meeting and blessed several 
children, among them I blessed Olive May, infant daughter of 
Edward Robinson and Sarah his wife (our daughter). Olive May 
was born Friday, May 16th, about 3 o'clock a.m. in American 
Fork City. An unusual occurrence at our meeting was the bless- 
ing in succession of 3 grandchildren by their respective grand- 
fathers, viz., myself and my two counselors, William Greenwood 
and John Hindley. Elder W. W. Jackson also blessed his grand- 
child, making 4. There were about a dozen more blessed. 

Sunday, 10. Attended meeting. Elders Thomas C. Cutler 
of Lehi and Albert Jones of Provo City preached to good accept- 
ance. During the past week attended as usual affairs about home. 
Saturday, 16. Prest. Joseph Young came to our place to 
tarry over Sunday. We enjoyed his visit much. Sunday, 17. 
Prest. Joseph Young preached morning and evening. He also 
spoke in the Sunday School. His remarks and testimonies through- 
out were very good. Spiritual light rested upon him and all rejoiced. 

Sunday, 24. Apostle Joseph F. Smith preached in the morn- 
ing and afternoon. Good attendance and excellent instruction. At 
4 o'clock I attended a funeral of a child of Br. George T. Tay- 
lor. Spoke a short time. Saturday and Sunday, August 30 and 
31. Attended the stake quarterly conference at Provo. Counselor 
D. H. Wells and others spoke on Saturday, and Apostle Carring- 
ton and Counselor Wells preached on Sunday. Attended High 
Priests meeting Saturday eve. 

Sunday, September 7. Our home missionaries Washburn 
Chipman and W. B. Smith preached in our meeting house. At 4 
o'clock, attended funeral of Bro. Geo. T. Taylor who was 
suffocated in a mine in Little Cottonwood Canyon on Friday night. 
The funeral just two weeks from the funeral of his child. I spoke 
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on the occasion. Weather still dry and warm, roads very dusty. 
My wife and daughter Sarah, and Danny H. went to Provo on Sat- 
urday 6th to visit our girls Jane and Olive. 

Thursday, 4. Attended Fast meeting and blessed several 
children. Monday, 8. Folks returned from Provo, all safe 
and well. In p.m. went to S. L. City on the cars, on various 
items of business. Sunday, 14. Prests. A. O. Smoot and 
David John preached in our meeting house, A. M., and Elder Joseph 
E. Taylor, counselor to Prest. Cannon of Salt Lake stake in 
the P.M. Prest. Smoot made some closing remarks. 

Monday, 15. Sunday School anniversary in the Grove on 
Washburn Chipman’s land near the lake. Weather continues dry 
and warm days, cool nights. Slight frosts in the lower lands. 
October 6th. Attended conference at Salt Lake City. Had a very 
interesting time. Christmas and New Year's passed off very nice 
and agreeable. Snow came enough for good sleighing. Cold weather 
this winter. 

Sunday, January 11, 1880. I performed the marriage cere- 
mony by joining in marriage, William Duncan and my daughter 
Mary Harrington. On the afternoon train, (January 11) my 
wife and self went to Salt Lake City, I going to attend the Legis- 
lature and she to keep house, assisted by our granddaughter Sarah 
Robinson, who went to the city with her father on Monday by 
wagon. I met with the Legislative Council each day of its sittings, 
never missing a roll call. My health was good, all well as my 
family. Had a general good time. 

Saturday evening, February 14. My wife, granddaughter 
and myself went to Kaysville, Davis County, and visited with 
Br. Roswell C. Hyde and family. Very agreeable visit. 
Attended meeting on Sunday and preached. We had a very good 
meeting. We came to Farmington Sunday evening and visited 
our relatives. Returned to the city Monday. The trains are being 
delayed much by the drifting snow, and some accidents. Sunday 
morning, 22nd. Returned home, found all well. Attended meet- 
ing in the evening. Home missionaries preached. Had a very good 
meeting and donation. 

Monday 23rd. Attended to settling up tithing account mat- 
ters. February 24, 1880. Tuesday, attended to tithing matters 
and postoffice. February 25. Attended to temple donation ac- 
counts. February 26. Attended to temple donation accounts and 
postoffice. February 28 and 29. Attended quarterly conference 
in Provo. 

April 6, 7 and 8. Attended general conference, Salt Lake 
City. Excellent time, Jubilee year, completion of 50 years from 
organization of the Church. March 28, Sunday. Preached in 
Provo meeting house. April 11. Preached in our meeting house. 
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April 18. Attended meeting and Sunday School meeting. April 
25. Attended meeting and Sunday School in the evening. 

Saturday, May 1. Attended Priesthood meeting in Provo. 
Monday, May 3. Attended emigration and tithing matters, and 
other business pertaining to the Jubilee action at the conference. 
David John and William Paxman assisted. Sunday, May 9. 
Our home missionaries, J. W. Preston and W. R. H. Paxman 
preached to good acceptance. Sunday, May 23. Went to Provo 
City. Returned in the P.M. and preached in the evening. 
24th. Attended as usual about the P. O. and T. office. Have 
had rather a cold day for this time of year. It has lowered the 
water in the creek which was rising rapidly before. All well. 
My wife and daughter Sarah and son Dannie went to Provo last 
evening to visit our other children living there. 

Sunday, June 13. Elders Albert Jones and W. C. A. Smoot, 
home missionaries, preached in the meeting house. Sunday, June 
27. Elder B. K. Bartlock and J. E. Daniels preached. They are 
two home missionaries. Elder David John, counselor to Prest. 
Smoot also preached. Friday, June 18. I attended the closing 
exercises of the B. Y. Academy, as one of the trustees. It was a very 
creditable affair, all doing their parts well. Wednesday, June 30. 
Attended as usual home affairs, T. O., P. O., etc. Thurs- 
day, July 1. Fast day. Attended meeting. A good time. 
Saturday, July 3. Attended Priesthood meeting of the stake 
at Provo. For two weeks past have had quite warm weather. Crops 
growing rapidly though still backward from lateness of the spring. 
Will probably be medium crops. 

July 4, 1880, Sunday. Attended meeting and exercises 
suitable to the day and occasion. All felt well. Monday, July 5. 
Big celebration in Salt Lake City and many of the settlements. Also 
in many parts of the different states and territories. Friday, July 
9. Went to Salt Lake City and on Saturday attended business 
in the city. Went on the 5 o'clock train of Utah Western Rail- 
road to Black Rock and Lake Point. I enjoyed the trip much with 
my friends and the things I saw having never been there before. 
Returned home Sunday morning and attended meeting in the morn- 
ing, Sunday School in the afternoon and meeting in the evening. 
A good time. 

Thursday evening, 15. Attended primary political meeting 
with William Paxman, and John Peters was chosen delegate to 
attend county convention in Provo on Monday, 19th, for the nom~- 
ination of candidates for territorial and county offices. Friday, 
16. Attended p.o., sowed some lucerne seed in our door- 
yard. Saturday. Attended p.o. and other home duties. Warm 
day. Sunday, 18. Attended meeting. Elders A. O. Smoot, Jr., 
and G. M. Brown, from Provo, home missionaries, preached, and 
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attended Sunday School. Tuesday, 20. Went to Provo and 
attended meeting of directors of Utah Co. Co-op Stock Asso- 
ciation. Returned home in the P. M. Wednesday, 21. 
Attended p.o. and other labors about home. Thursday, 22. 
Attended p. o. and tithing office and common duties. 

Saturday, 24. Went to Salt Lake City and attended the 
grandest celebration of the day ever witnessed in the valleys and 
hardly surpassed anywhere on any occasion. The day was ap- 
propriately celebrated at American Fork. Sunday, 25. Preached 
funeral sermon in our meeting house on the death of Hans. Chris- 
tensen, a Danish brother, also preached in the evening. Tuesday, 
27. Had a heavy rain with some hail which did much damage 
in Alpine and Lehi, and some in this place. Wednesday, 28. 
Rained some today. 


October 31. Had a Seventies conference in our meeting 
house. Elder Joseph Young, president of the Seventies and others 
were in attendance from Salt Lake City and many present from 
the neighboring settlement. Sunday, August Ist. Seventies con- 
ference still continued, house jammed full and many could not get 
inside. Much good instruction given and all rejoiced in what they 
saw, heard and felt. Br. Joseph returned home on Monday 
afternoon, well pleased with his visit. 


Sunday, August 8. Prest. A. O. Smoot and Counselor 
D. John, visited us and preached morning and evening; all pleased. 
They came home with us on Saturday, myself and others having 
gone to Provo to attend Priesthood meeting of this stake. The 
wards generally represented. Weather continues warm and 
pleasant, Monday, 9th. Sunday, August 15. Elders W. Brim- 
hall, W. H. Kelsey preached in our meeting house, being home 
missionaries from Springville. Tuesday, 17. Went to Provo on 
business, returned in afternoon. 


Sunday, 22. Fine day, attended meeting, several spoke 
upon educational and other subjects. Dr. T. S. Wadsworth and 
wife Catherine were cut off the Church for un-Christian-like con- 
duct. They had previously been cut off by the Bishops Court, L. 
E. Harrington, Br. W. Greenwood and J. Hindley. Thursday, 
26. Went to Provo to attend a councilor meeting of the directors 
of B. Y. Academy. Came home in the P. M. Saturday and 
Sunday, 28 and 29. Attended quarterly conference at Provo. 


_ Sunday, September 5. Attended meeting. Elders Z. Col- 
trin and Lewis W. Jones, home missionaries from Spanish Fork, 
preached morning and evening. Saturday, 11. Went to Provo 
on water claim business. Attended Seventies conference in Provo 
meeting house, Prest. J. Young called on me to speak, which 
I did for a short time. Came home in the P.M. Sunday, 12. 
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Attended meeting and Sunday School and assisted in baptizing 
in the P. M. 

Sunday, 19. Attended meeting and Sunday School from 
this time till December 15. Usual duties about home. Attended 
conferences in S.L. City, October 6th, 7th, 8th and 9th. 
Attended quarterly conference at Provo, attended tithing office 
and business meetings, water claim business. During this month, 
post office was taken from me because of my religious faith. No 
other fault found. Sunday, December 5th. Attended meeting and 
Sunday School when was organized a theology class. I became 
teacher, Br. Greenwood assistant. Attended meeting in the 
evening. 

Sunday, December 12. Elder John Henry Smith, one of 
the Twelve Apostles, preached to us. A good time. The winter 
began early. Much freezing. Tuesday, December, 14. The 
weather having become milder. It began to rain in the morning 
and continued nearly all day. On Wed. rained nearly all 
day. Wednesday evening attended a meeting about our jubilee 
fund, to hear reports of committee and suggestions and make some 
distributions. Still raining. 

Thursday, November 25. Our daughter Olive was married 
to Benjamin W. Driggs, of Pleasant Grove in the Endowment 
House, S. L. City, by Connselor D. H. Wells. Sunday, 
December 19. Elder James Brown of S. L. City, preached in 
our meeting house, morning and evening. Monday, 20. Went 
to Provo and attended a meeting of directors of Co-op. Stock 
Association, and stockholders meeting in P. M. I was again 
elected a director. Thursday, 23. Snowed steadily nearly 
all day. Quite warm, turned to rain in evening. Attended prayer 
meeting. 

Saturday, 25. Christmas. Continues stormy, raining most 
of the time. Went to Provo, my wife and myself, to visit Marion 
and Jane. All took dinner at Bishop Turner's. Attended a party 
in the Third ward assembly room. Very agreeable time. Sunday, 
December 26. Attended meeting in Provo meeting house and 
preached on the subject, “But if our Gospel be hid, it is hid to 
them that are lost.” (Corinthians 4th chap.) Returned home 
P. M. Attended meeting in the evening. Elder Samuel Richards 
of Salt Lake City preached. I spoke a portion of the time. 

Monday, 27. Attended affairs about P.O. Tuesday, 
December 28. Went to S.L. City on business of Tithing 
Office and Deseret News office. Returned home Thurs. morning. 
Friday, 31. Went to Provo on business of Mercer estate. 

Saturday, January 1, 1881. Snowed most of the day, all 
passed off quietly, a party in Social Hall in the evening. Sunday, 
January 2. Attended meeting, preached to the congregation. 
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Sabbath School in P.M., meeting in evening. Monday, 3. 
My wife and myself went to Pleasant Grove to visit our daughter 
Olive and her husband, who live there. Tuesday, January 4. 
Attended funeral of Father Henry Boley, near 86 years old. The 
weather quite mild and some stormy. Sleighing rather thin. Thurs- 
day, 6. Attended fast meeting. Snowing very little. Attended 
prayer meeting in the evening. Not very cold. Tuesday, January 
11. Attended funeral of Father Hiram Dayton, aged 81 years. 
I preached his funeral sermon from a text, Job 14:10, Man dieth, 
etc. Quite a good attendance. 

Sunday, 16. Dr. Fisher, agent of American Bible Society, 
preached in our meeting house. Our.home missionaries, Elders 
Richards and Harper, from Pleasant Grove, preached in the eve- 
ning. Thursday, 20th. Attended a gathering of old people at 
Br. William Paxman’s. The poor were in attendance. A very 
enjoyable time. Sunday, 23. Attended meeting, Sunday School, 
meeting in the evening. Pleasant day. Monday, 24. Attended 
settling tithing; and also did so during the previous weeks. Our 
four daughters, Sarah Jane, Olive and Mary visited us today. A 
little stormy. 

Friday, 28. Attended the funeral of Jemima Barrett, wife 
of James H. Barrett. Four Elders including myself spoke briefly 
on the occasion. She was about 20 years old and was daughter 
of James and Mary Hunter. Sunday, 29. Attended meeting in 
the morning and P. M. John H. Smith, one of the Twelve, and 
Elder David John preached in P. M. We did not hold meeting 
in the evening. 

Thursday, February 3. Attended fast meeting, prayer 
meeting in the evening. Saturday, 5. Attended Priesthood meet- 
ing in meeting house in Provo. Sunday, 6. Attended meeting 
and Sunday School. Meeting in evening. Sunday, 13. Also 
attended meetings and Sunday School. Monday, 14. City 
election. I was again elected Mayor, having first been elected 
Mayor in 1853, and reelected at every election since. Thursday, 
17. Attended prayer meeting in evening, a good time. Sunday, 
February 20, 1881. Attended meetings and Sunday School. 
Weather continues warm, no snow on ground in valley. Fruit 
buds are swelling in places. Saturday and Sunday, 26—27. 
Attended quarterly stake conference in Provo. Prest. J. Taylor 
and Counselor J. F. Smith and others from S. L. City, as well 
as many from all parts of the stake, were in attendance. Had an 
instructive time. 

Thursday, March 3. Attended meeting of board of trus- 
tees of B. Y. Academy in Provo. Reports were favorable. Sun- 
day, 6th. Our Young Ladies held an anniversary, afternoon and 
evening. Bishop E. F. Sheets of S. L. City preached in the 
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morning. Monday, 7. Attended meeting of stockholders of 
Stock Association of the stake, the old company having expired 
by limitation. A new organization was formed and I was again 
elected one of the trustees or directors. Organization for 20 years. 
Weather mild. Thursday, 10th. Snowing this morning. Weather 
rather rough. Attended prayer meeting in the evening. 

Friday, 11. Attended a Danish meeting held in our place 
at the Social Hall. The Danish Saints attended from Lehi, Pleas- 
ant Grove, Alpine and American Fork. Spoke a short time to the 
meeting. Several others spoke. It has been quite pleasant today. 
Snow mostly gone off. Sunday, 13. The Seventies of the north 
part of the county met in conference at our meeting house for the 
organization of the ward and other wards in local capacity. Br. 
Maeser spoke in evening on prophecy, etc. 

Wednesday, 16. Went to Salt Lake City on business at 
the Deseret News office and perpetual fund office. Came home 
Friday morning. Weather rather cold and some stormy. Sunday, 
20. Home missionaries, S. S. Jones and Reed Smoot and Elder 
Isaac Bullock preached and attended Sunday School. Preached 
in the evening. Big meeting. Thursday, 24th. Commenced sow- 
ing oats. Weather fine. Attended prayer meeting in the evening. 

Friday, April 1st. Went to Provo and attended the closing 
exercises of the quarter of B. Y. Academy. Weather fine, many 
people going to conference in S. L. City. Sunday, April 3. 
Conference commenced in S. L. City. Went to city to attend. 
Weather fine. Tuesday, 5. Rained quite a shower at noon. 
Wednesday, 6. Rainy day. Conference closed, returned home. 
Thursday, 7. Attended fast meeting, prayer meeting in evening. 
Weather fine. 

Friday. Went with others to examine the reservoir to Co-op. 
mill, with a view to strengthen the same. Saturday, 9. Weather 
rainy part of the day. Very nice showers. Attended City Council 
in the evening. Sunday, 10. Attended meeting in the morning, 
Sunday School in P. M. and meeting in the evening. Several 
Elders spoke of the conference proceedings, what was said and 
done there. Had a heavy rain Saturday night and some rain 
Sunday, Monday, 11. Part of day rainy. Cleared off towards 
evening. Sunday, 17. Attended meeting A. M. Home mission- 
aries preached. They were Elders J. M. Tanner (our son- 
in-law) and David Holdaway of Provo. Attended Sunday School 
P. M., meeting in evening. Weather fine. 

Saturday, 23. Commenced planting potatoes. Attended 
City Council in the evening. Sunday, 24. Attended meeting at 
Alpine (a little town 5 miles north of our place). Attended meet- 
ing in our meeting house in the evening. Prest. A. O. Smoot 


and others preached at Alpine A. M. and P. M. Sunday, May 
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1. Attended meeting and Sunday School. Went to Salt Lake 
City in P. M. Returned Monday morning. Tuesday, 3. Attend- 
ed funeral of Br. J. B. Forbes’ infant child. Weather dry. 


Sunday, May 22. Elders W. W. Hunter and O. F. Hunter 
preached, the former just going on a mission to England, and the 
latter just returned from a mission to England. Weather dry, warm 
days, cool nights, vegetation thrives. 


* * * * * * 


Then came another one of the occasional interruptions of the 
Journal which marked the preoccupation of a very busy man. But 
this break in the Journal was the last; for Bishop Harrington died 
at his home in American Fork, Utah, June 21, 1883, in his sixty- 
eighth year. 

His passing was a matter of state-wide concern, and obituarial 
notices and editorials of unusual length and consideration appeared 
in all the newspapers. Half fare rates for attending the funeral 
were offered by the Utah Central Railroad, and an unusually large 
number of friends attended. At the funeral a brass band, organ 
and chorus furnished appropriate music, and twelve of Utah’s more 
prominent men spoke in glowing tribute and heartfelt appreciation. 

Wilford Woodruff said no man had ever more completely 
filled so many responsible offices in Utah, and that he was a wise 
counselor and lawmaker in the legislature. Leonard W. Hardy 
had known him more than forty years as a quiet, unassuming man 
of good, sound judgment. Robert T. Burton said all the positions 
held had been honorably filled. John Sharp spoke feelingly of his 


exemplary life of usefulness. 


H. H. Cluff was pleased to have served with him on the Board 
of Trustees of Brigham Young Academy. Karl G. Maeser, prin- 
cipal of the Academy, was thankful for his many words of encour- 
agement and inspiration; and W. H. Dusenberry and David John 
spoke of his inspiring example for others to lead devoted, 
useful lives, 


A. O. Smoot had served with him many years, and said he 
filled the chairmanship of the Judiciary Committee of the Legisla- 
ture with honor. He was said to have been too good to be a 
Bishop, too easy and indulgent with the people; but he governed 
with love, the true principle of government. 


Resolutions passed by the American Fork city officials paid 
tribute to his 29 consecutive years service as Mayor, “filling same 
with honor, ability and zeal; and to his 29 consecutive years 
service in the Utah Territorial legislature, “where his ability and 
sound judgment were ever recognized.”"—Editor. 
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